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In 1962 Dean Acheson famously described Britain as having lost an Empire but not yet found a role. Perhaps
nowhere is this more apparent than in the realms of nuclear weapons. An increasingly marginal world power,
successive post-war British governments felt that an independent nuclear deterrent was essential if the
country was to remain at the top table of world diplomacy.

Focusing on a key twenty-year period, this study explores Britain's role in efforts to bring about a nuclear
test ban treaty between 1954 and 1973. Taking a broadly chronological approach, it examines the nature of
defence planning, the scientific goals that nuclear tests were designed to secure, Anglo-American
relationships, the efficacy of British diplomacy and its contribution to arms control and disarmament. A key
theme of the study is to show how the UK managed to balance the conflicting pressures created by its
determination to remain a credible nuclear power whilst wanting to pursue disarmament objectives, and how
these pressures shifted over the period in question.

Based on a wealth of primary sources this book opens up the largely ignored subject of the impact of arms
control on the UK nuclear weapons programme. Its appraisal of the relationship between the requirements
and developments of the UK nuclear weapons programme against international and domestic pressures for a
test ban treaty will be of interest to anyone studying post-war British defence and foreign policy, history of
science, arms control, disarmament and non-proliferation and international relations. It also provides
important background information on current events involving nuclear proliferation and disarmament.
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From reader reviews:

Roger Dupre:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you
read this British Nuclear Weapons and the Test Ban 1954-1973: Britain, the United States, Weapons Policies
and Nuclear Testing: Tensions and Contradictions, you may tells your family, friends and soon about yours
book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

Rosemarie Pickett:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this British Nuclear Weapons and the
Test Ban 1954-1973: Britain, the United States, Weapons Policies and Nuclear Testing: Tensions and
Contradictions reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that can be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation British Nuclear Weapons and the Test
Ban 1954-1973: Britain, the United States, Weapons Policies and Nuclear Testing: Tensions and
Contradictions as good book not only by the cover but also by content. This is one reserve that can break
don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come
on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Colton Fierros:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This British Nuclear Weapons and the Test
Ban 1954-1973: Britain, the United States, Weapons Policies and Nuclear Testing: Tensions and
Contradictions can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have
than the others?

Steven Young:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that query
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know
that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your



teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by book. Amount types of books
that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this British Nuclear Weapons and the Test Ban
1954-1973: Britain, the United States, Weapons Policies and Nuclear Testing: Tensions and Contradictions.
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