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Alexander the Great, arguably the most exciting figure from antiquity, waged war as a Homeric hero and
lived as one, conquering native peoples and territories on a superhuman scale. From the time he invaded Asia
in 334 to his death in 323, he expanded the Macedonian empire from Greece in the west to Asia Minor, the
Levant, Egypt, Central Asia and "India" (Pakistan and Kashmir) in the east. Although many other kings and
generals forged empires, Alexander produced one that was without parallel, even if it was short-lived.

And yet, Alexander could not have achieved what he did without the accomplishments of his father, Philip II
(r. 359-336). It was Philip who truly changed the course of Macedonian history, transforming a weak,
disunited, and economically backward kingdom into a military powerhouse. A warrior king par excellence,
Philip left Alexander with the greatest army in the Greek world, a centralized monarchy, economic
prosperity, and a plan to invade Asia.

For the first time, By the Spear offers an exhilarating military narrative of the reigns of these two larger-
than-life figures in one volume. Ian Worthington gives full breadth to the careers of father and son, showing
how Philip was the architect of the Macedonian empire, which reached its zenith under Alexander, only to
disintegrate upon his death. By the Spear also explores the impact of Greek culture in the East, as
Macedonian armies became avatars of social and cultural change in lands far removed from the traditional
sphere of Greek influence. In addition, the book discusses the problems Alexander faced in dealing with a
diverse subject population and the strategies he took to what might be called nation building, all of which
shed light on contemporary events in culturally dissimilar regions of the world. The result is a gripping and
unparalleled account of the role these kings played in creating a vast empire and the enduring legacy they left
behind.
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From reader reviews:

James Jones:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled By the Spear: Philip II, Alexander the Great, and the Rise and Fall of the
Macedonian Empire (Ancient Warfare and Civilization). Try to make book By the Spear: Philip II,
Alexander the Great, and the Rise and Fall of the Macedonian Empire (Ancient Warfare and Civilization) as
your close friend. It means that it can being your friend when you sense alone and beside that course make
you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you more confidence
because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let me make new experience and knowledge with
this book.

Jennifer Nava:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of several ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the people do
it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this By the Spear: Philip II,
Alexander the Great, and the Rise and Fall of the Macedonian Empire (Ancient Warfare and Civilization), it
is possible to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the
others, make them reading a guide.

Paul Kennedy:

This By the Spear: Philip II, Alexander the Great, and the Rise and Fall of the Macedonian Empire (Ancient
Warfare and Civilization) is great publication for you because the content that is certainly full of information
for you who else always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it
information accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no rambling sentences in it. So if you are
read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward
sentences but tough core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having By the Spear: Philip II,
Alexander the Great, and the Rise and Fall of the Macedonian Empire (Ancient Warfare and Civilization) in
your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no guide
that offer you world in ten or fifteen second right but this e-book already do that. So , this is good reading
book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?

Curtis Swasey:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more special than



other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many books in the
top record in your reading list is actually By the Spear: Philip II, Alexander the Great, and the Rise and Fall
of the Macedonian Empire (Ancient Warfare and Civilization). This book which can be qualified as The
Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking way up and review this e-
book you can get many advantages.
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