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While the glories and tragedies of the space shuttle make headlines and move the nation, the story of the
shuttle forms an inseparabe part of a lesser-known but no less important drama?the search for a reusable
single-stage-to-orbit rocket. Here an award-winning student of space science, Andrew J. Butrica, examines
the long and tangled history of this ambitious concept, from it first glimmerings in the 1920s, when
technicians dismissed it as unfeasible, to its highly expensive heyday in the midst of the Cold War, when
conservative-backed government programs struggled to produce an operational flight vehicle.

Butrica finds a blending of far-sighted engineering and heavy-handed politics. To the first and oldest
idea?that of the reusable rocket-powered single-stage-to-orbit vehicle?planners who belonged to what
President Eisenhower referred to as the military-industrial complex.added experimental ("X"), "aircraft-like"
capabilties and, eventually, a "faster, cheaper, smaller" managerial approach. Single Stage to Orbit traces the
interplay of technology, corporate interest, and politics, a combination that well served the conservative
space agenda and ultimately triumphed?not in the realization of inexpensive, reliable space transport?but in a
vision of space militarization and commercialization that would appear settled United States policy in the
early twenty-first century.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Rideout:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important for people. The book Single Stage to Orbit: Politics, Space Technology, and the
Quest for Reusable Rocketry (New Series in NASA History) was making you to know about other
understanding and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The publication
Single Stage to Orbit: Politics, Space Technology, and the Quest for Reusable Rocketry (New Series in
NASA History) is not only giving you much more new information but also to be your friend when you feel
bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with all the book
Single Stage to Orbit: Politics, Space Technology, and the Quest for Reusable Rocketry (New Series in
NASA History). You never feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Jose Bell:

This Single Stage to Orbit: Politics, Space Technology, and the Quest for Reusable Rocketry (New Series in
NASA History) book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit
you receive by reading this book will be information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get
information which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This specific Single
Stage to Orbit: Politics, Space Technology, and the Quest for Reusable Rocketry (New Series in NASA
History) without we comprehend teach the one who looking at it become critical in contemplating and
analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Single Stage to Orbit: Politics, Space Technology, and the Quest for
Reusable Rocketry (New Series in NASA History) can bring if you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' become full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Single
Stage to Orbit: Politics, Space Technology, and the Quest for Reusable Rocketry (New Series in NASA
History) having great arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Irene Forrest:

Here thing why that Single Stage to Orbit: Politics, Space Technology, and the Quest for Reusable Rocketry
(New Series in NASA History) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading through a book
is good nonetheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as delightful as food or not.
Single Stage to Orbit: Politics, Space Technology, and the Quest for Reusable Rocketry (New Series in
NASA History) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any reserve out there but
there is no reserve that similar with Single Stage to Orbit: Politics, Space Technology, and the Quest for
Reusable Rocketry (New Series in NASA History). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your eyes
about the thing this happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It is easy to bring
everywhere like in area, café, or even in your method home by train. Should you be having difficulties in
bringing the printed book maybe the form of Single Stage to Orbit: Politics, Space Technology, and the
Quest for Reusable Rocketry (New Series in NASA History) in e-book can be your choice.



Darrin Russell:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more time to be
study. Single Stage to Orbit: Politics, Space Technology, and the Quest for Reusable Rocketry (New Series
in NASA History) can be your answer since it can be read by an individual who have those short free time
problems.
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