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This finely illustrated book offers a simple yet comprehensive 'grammar' of a new discipline. Performance
Art first became popular in the fifties when artists began creating 'happenings'. Since then the artist as a
performer has challenged many of the accepted rules of the theatre and radically altered our notion of what
constitutes visual art. This is the first publication to outline the essential characteristics of the field and to put
forward a method for teaching the subject as a discipline distinct from dance, drama, painting or sculpture.
Taking the theory of primary and secondary colours as his model, Anthony Howell posits three primaries of
action and shows how these may be mixed to obtain a secondary range of actions. Based on a taught course,
the system is designed for practical use in the studio and is also entertaining to explore. Examples are cited
from leading performance groups and practitioners such as Bobbie Baker, Orlan, Stelarc, Annie Sprinkle,
Robert Wilson, Goat Island, and Station House Opera.
This volume, however, is not just an illustrated grammar of action - it also shows how the syntax of that
grammar has psychoanalytic repercussions. This enables the performer to relate the system to lived
experience, ensuring a realisation that meaning is being dealt with through these actions and that the stystem
set forth is more than a dry structuring of the characteristics of movement.
Freud's notion of 'transference' and Lacan's understanding of 'repetition' are compared to a performer's usage
of the same terms. Thus the book provides a psychoanalytic critique of performance at the same time as it
outlines an efficient method for creating live work on both fine art and theatre courses.
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From reader reviews:

Pearl McLean:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Analysis of Performance Art: A Guide
to its Theory and Practice (Contemporary Theatre Studies) is our recommendation to make you keep up with
the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Julia Faulkner:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Analysis of Performance Art: A Guide to its Theory
and Practice (Contemporary Theatre Studies) as your daily resource information.

Michael Patterson:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Analysis of Performance Art: A Guide to its Theory
and Practice (Contemporary Theatre Studies), you are able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right,
you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still
don't get it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Sherry Duncan:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This reserve The Analysis of Performance Art: A Guide to its Theory and Practice
(Contemporary Theatre Studies) was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge
about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has several feel when they reading the book. If
you know how big advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like
currently, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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