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As the fiftieth anniversary of Israeli statehood approaches, along with the commemoration of the hundredth
anniversary of the World Zionist Organization, the question of what is meant by a "Jewish" state is
particularly timely. Alan Dowty takes on that question in a book that is admirable for its clarity and its
comprehensive interpretation of the historical roots and contemporary functioning of Israel.

Israeli nationhood, democracy, and politics did not unfold in a social or political vacuum, but developed
from power-sharing practices in pre-state Jewish communities in Palestine and in Eastern Europe. Dowty
elucidates the broad cluster of cultural, historical, and ideological tenets which came to comprise Israel's
contemporary political system. He demonstrates that such tenets were not arbitrary but in fact developed
logically from Jewish political habits and the circumstances of time. Dowty illustrates how these traditions
are balanced with those of ideology and modernization, and he provides an integrated, sophisticated analysis
of the Israeli nation's formation and present state.

Dowty also proposes thoughtful answers to puzzles regarding the strengths and weaknesses of Israeli
democracy in responding to the challenges of communal divisions, religious contention, the country's non-
Jewish minority, and accommodation with the Palestinians. The Jewish State will be invaluable for anyone
looking for that one book that gives an intelligent overview of both Israel today and of its origins.
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From reader reviews:

Roberta Petty:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be smart
in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Jewish State: A Century Later,
Updated With a New Preface book because book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Jeanne Crank:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read
you can spent the entire day to reading a publication. The book The Jewish State: A Century Later, Updated
With a New Preface it is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These
folks were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy
often the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too
expensive but this book features high quality.

David Sayre:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting The Jewish State: A Century
Later, Updated With a New Preface that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied simply by reading
this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world considerably
better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading routine only
for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want
to start studying as your good habit, you may pick The Jewish State: A Century Later, Updated With a New
Preface become your starter.

Chantal Dow:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you study a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, along with soon. The
The Jewish State: A Century Later, Updated With a New Preface will give you a new experience in studying



a book.
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