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The extraordinary writings of Phillis Wheatley, a slave girl turned published poet

In 1761, a young girl arrived in Boston on a slave ship, sold to the Wheatley family, and given the name
Phillis Wheatley. Struck by Phillis' extraordinary precociousness, the Wheatleys provided her with an
education that was unusual for a woman of the time and astonishing for a slave. After studying English and
classical literature, geography, the Bible, and Latin, Phillis published her first poem in 1767 at the age of 14,
winning much public attention and considerable fame. When Boston publishers who doubted its authenticity
rejected an initial collection of her poetry, Wheatley sailed to London in 1773 and found a publisher there for
Poems on Various Subjects, Religious and Moral.

This volume collects both Wheatley's letters and her poetry: hymns, elegies, translations, philosophical
poems, tales, and epyllions--including a poignant plea to the Earl of Dartmouth urging freedom for America
and comparing the country's condition to her own. With her contemplative elegies and her use of the poetic
imagination to escape an unsatisfactory world, Wheatley anticipated the Romantic Movement of the
following century. The appendices to this edition include poems of Wheatley's contemporary African-
American poets: Lucy Terry, Jupiter Harmon, and Francis Williams.

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-
speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best
works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as
up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Owens:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book.
They can be reading whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person
who don't like looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem as well
as exercise. Well, probably you should have this Complete Writings.

Christopher Larsen:

Typically the book Complete Writings will bring that you the new experience of reading a new book. The
author style to explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book very suitable to
you. The book Complete Writings is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from
official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Richard Rodriguez:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Complete Writings which is obtaining
the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Luis Gonzalez:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or real
their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Complete Writings can make you really feel more interested to read.
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