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In Era of Experimentation, Daniel Peart challenges the pervasive assumption that the present-day political
system, organized around two competing parties, represents the logical fulfillment of participatory
democracy. Recent accounts of "the rise of American democracy" between the Revolution and the Civil War
applaud political parties for opening up public life to mass participation and making government responsive
to the people. Yet this celebratory narrative tells only half of the story.

By exploring American political practices during the early 1820s, a period of particular flux in the young
republic, Peart argues that while parties could serve as vehicles for mass participation, they could also be
employed to channel, control, and even curb it. Far from equating democracy with the party system,
Americans freely experimented with alternative forms of political organization and resisted efforts to confine
their public presence to the polling place.

Era of Experimentation demonstrates the sheer variety of political practices that made up what subsequent
scholars have labeled "democracy" in the early United States. Peart also highlights some overlooked
consequences of the nationalization of competitive two-party politics during the antebellum period,
particularly with regard to the closing of alternative avenues for popular participation.
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From reader reviews:

Elias Rosser:

The knowledge that you get from Era of Experimentation: American Political Practices in the Early Republic
(Jeffersonian America) may be the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside the words the
more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Era of
Experimentation: American Political Practices in the Early Republic (Jeffersonian America) giving you joy
feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood through
anyone who read the item because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This particular book
also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go with you, both
in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this specific Era of Experimentation:
American Political Practices in the Early Republic (Jeffersonian America) instantly.

Phyllis Greenfield:

The particular book Era of Experimentation: American Political Practices in the Early Republic (Jeffersonian
America) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell out
the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The
book Era of Experimentation: American Political Practices in the Early Republic (Jeffersonian America) is
much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can
more easily to read the book.

Grady Meraz:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to your
account is Era of Experimentation: American Political Practices in the Early Republic (Jeffersonian
America) this publication consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. That book
was represented just how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to explain it is easy
to understand. Often the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That is why this book suited
all of you.

Debra Durso:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but also novel and Era of Experimentation: American Political Practices in
the Early Republic (Jeffersonian America) or even others sources were given understanding for you. After
you know how the fantastic a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was created



for teacher as well as students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In
additional case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Era of Experimentation: American Political
Practices in the Early Republic (Jeffersonian America) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many
types of book like this.
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