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With this heady exploration of time and space, rumors and silence, colors, tastes, and ideas, Robert Bonfil
recreates the richness of Jewish life in Renaissance Italy. He also forces us to rethink conventional
interpretations of the period, which feature terms like "assimilation" and "acculturation." Questioning the
Italians' presumed capacity for tolerance and civility, he points out that Jews were frequently uprooted and
persecuted, and where stable communities did grow up, it was because the hostility of the Christian
population had somehow been overcome.

After the ghetto was imposed in Venice, Rome, and other Italian cities, Jewish settlement became more
concentrated. Bonfil claims that the ghetto experience did more to intensify Jewish self-perception in early
modern Europe than the supposed acculturation of the Renaissance. He shows how, paradoxically, ghetto
living opened and transformed Jewish culture, hastening secularization and modernization.

Bonfil's detailed picture reveals in the Italian Jews a sensitivity and self-awareness that took into account
every aspect of the larger society. His inside view of a culture flourishing under stress enables us to
understand how identity is perceived through constant interplay—on whatever terms—with the Other.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Hamann:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Jewish Life in Renaissance Italy. Try to make book
Jewish Life in Renaissance Italy as your buddy. It means that it can being your friend when you really feel
alone and beside that course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs.
The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let us
make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Mary Young:

The knowledge that you get from Jewish Life in Renaissance Italy is the more deep you digging the
information that hide within the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that
this book is hard to understand but Jewish Life in Renaissance Italy giving you joy feeling of reading. The
article author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood through anyone who read the
item because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary
increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We advise you for having this kind of Jewish Life in Renaissance Italy instantly.

Matthew White:

Often the book Jewish Life in Renaissance Italy will bring one to the new experience of reading a new book.
The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to learn, this book very
acceptable to you. The book Jewish Life in Renaissance Italy is much recommended to you to learn. You can
also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Maria Hughes:

The reserve with title Jewish Life in Renaissance Italy includes a lot of information that you can find out it.
You can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist new expertise the information that exist
in this reserve represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to learn how the
improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you inside new era of the globalization. You can
read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.
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