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Penumbra Theatre Company was founded in 1976 by Lou Bellamy as a venue for African American voices
within the Twin Cities theatre scene and has stood for more than thirty-five years at the intersection of art,
culture, politics, and local community engagement. It has helped launch the careers of many internationally
respected theatre artists and has been repeatedly recognized for its artistic excellence as the nation’s foremost
African American theatre.

Penumbra is the first-ever history of this barrier-breaking institution. Based on extensive interviews with
actors, directors, playwrights, producers, funders, and critics, Macelle Mahala’s book offers a multifaceted
view of the theatre and its evolution. Penumbra follows the company’s emergence from the influential Black
Arts and settlement house movements; the pivotal role Penumbra played in the development of August
Wilson’s career and, in turn, how Wilson became an avid supporter and advocate throughout his life; the
annual production of Black Nativity as a community-building performance; and the difficult economics of
African American theatre production and how Penumbra has faced these challenges for nearly four decades.

Penumbra is a testament to how a theatre can respond to and thrive within changing political and cultural
realities while contributing on a national scale to the African American presence on the American stage. It is
a celebration of theatre as a means of social and cultural involvement—both local and national—and
ultimately, of Penumbra’s continuing legacy of theatre that is vibrant, diverse, and vital.
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From reader reviews:

Diane Russel:

The book Penumbra: The Premier Stage for African American Drama can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book Penumbra:
The Premier Stage for African American Drama? Several of you have a different opinion about guide. But
one aim this book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your
book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you can share all of
these. Book Penumbra: The Premier Stage for African American Drama has simple shape but you know: it
has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by start and read a reserve.
So it is very wonderful.

Daniel Starkey:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have
spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did you
do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that question because just their can do
which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on
guardería until university need this particular Penumbra: The Premier Stage for African American Drama to
read.

Connie Hockaday:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Penumbra: The Premier Stage for African American Drama book is readable by
simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading
through experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer
regarding Penumbra: The Premier Stage for African American Drama content conveys prospect easily to
understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different by means of it. So , do you even now thinking Penumbra: The Premier Stage for African American
Drama is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Gertrude Hoskins:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes studying, not only science book but additionally novel and Penumbra: The Premier Stage
for African American Drama as well as others sources were given information for you. After you know how
the truly amazing a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher
or perhaps students especially. Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case,



beside science guide, any other book likes Penumbra: The Premier Stage for African American Drama to
make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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