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In the first full biography of actor Sidney Poitier, Aram Goudsouzian analyzes the life and career of a
Hollywood legend, from his childhood in the Bahamas to his 2002 Oscar for lifetime achievement. Poitier is
a gifted actor, a great American success story, an intriguing personality, and a political symbol; his life and
career illuminate America's racial history.

In such films as Lilies of the Field, In the Heat of the Night, and Guess Who's Coming to Dinner, Poitier's
middle-class, mannered, virtuous screen persona contradicted prevailing film stereotypes of blacks as half-
wits, comic servants, or oversexed threats. His screen image and public support of nonviolent integration
assuaged the fears of a broad political center, and by 1968, Poitier was voted America's favorite movie star.

Through careful readings of every Poitier film, Goudsouzian shows that Poitier's characters often made
sacrifices for the good of whites and rarely displayed sexuality. As the only black leading man during the
civil rights era, Poitier chose roles and public positions that negotiated the struggle for dignity. By 1970,
times had changed and Poitier was the target of a backlash from film critics and black radicals, as the new
heroes of "blaxploitation" movies reversed the Poitier model.

In the 1970s, Poitier shifted his considerable talents toward directing, starring in, and producing popular
movies that employed many African Americans, both on and off screen. After a long hiatus, he returned to
starring roles in the late 1980s. More recently, the film industry has reappraised his career, and Poitier has
received numerous honors recognizing his multi-faceted work for black equality in Hollywood. As this
biography affirms, Poitier remains one of American popular culture's foremost symbols of the possibilities
for and limits of racial equality.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Williams:

The book Sidney Poitier: Man, Actor, Icon can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a book Sidney Poitier: Man, Actor, Icon? Wide variety
you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is
absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that,
you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Sidney Poitier: Man, Actor, Icon has simple
shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open
up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Jerrod Spicher:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular Sidney Poitier: Man,
Actor, Icon book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Maria Trussell:

The knowledge that you get from Sidney Poitier: Man, Actor, Icon will be the more deep you rooting the
information that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to recognise but Sidney Poitier: Man, Actor, Icon giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The
article writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by means of anyone who read that
because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own vocabulary
increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We advise you for having this kind of Sidney Poitier: Man, Actor, Icon instantly.

Jennifer Stanley:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Sidney Poitier: Man, Actor, Icon guide written
by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who also
read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for
eliminate your own personal hunger then you still doubt Sidney Poitier: Man, Actor, Icon as good book not
simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one e-book that can break don't ascertain book by its
handle, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading through
sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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