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Previous research on Mesopotamian Flood traditions tended to focus on a few textual sources. How the
traditions originated and developed as a whole has not been seriously investigated. By systematically
examining a large body of relevant cuneiform sources of diverse genres from the Early Dynastic III period
(ca. 2600-2350 B.C.) to the end of the first millennium B.C., this book observes that it is during the Old
Babylonian period (ca. 2000-1600) and classical
attestations of the Flood traditions are found. On linguistic, conceptual and literary-historical grounds, the
book argues that the Flood traditions emerged relatively late in Sumerian traditions. It traces different
evolutionary stages of the Flood traditions, from the emergence of the Flood motif within
the socio-political and cultural contexts of the early Isin dynasty (ca. 2017-1896 B.C.), to the diverse
mythological representations of the motif in literary traditions, to the historicisation of the motif in
chronography, and finally to the interactions between various strands of the Flood traditions and other
Mesopotamian literary traditions, such as Sumerian and Babylonian compositions about Gilgameš.

By uncovering the processes through which the Flood traditions were constructed, the book offers a valuable
case study on the complex and dynamic relationship between myth-making, the development of literature,
the rise of historical consciousness and historiography, and socio-political circumstances in the ancient
world. The origins and development of the Flood traditions examined in the book, furthermore, represent one
of the best documented examples illustrating the continuities and changes
in Mesopotamian intellectual, linguistic, literary, socio-political and religious history over the course of two
and a half millennia.
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From reader reviews:

Cory Kyle:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the world,
exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Primeval Flood
Catastrophe: Origins and Early Development in Mesopotamian Traditions (Oxford Oriental Monographs).
All type of book is it possible to see on many sources. You can look for the internet methods or other social
media.

Charles Jones:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer could be The Primeval Flood Catastrophe: Origins and Early Development in
Mesopotamian Traditions (Oxford Oriental Monographs) why because the excellent cover that make you
consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic as the
outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Michael Walker:

Beside this specific The Primeval Flood Catastrophe: Origins and Early Development in Mesopotamian
Traditions (Oxford Oriental Monographs) in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new
knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from the oven so don't
become worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The
Primeval Flood Catastrophe: Origins and Early Development in Mesopotamian Traditions (Oxford Oriental
Monographs) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book but you rarely
get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this inside your hand. The
Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss the item? Find this book in addition to read it from currently!

Mary Bradford:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must
do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top record in your reading list is definitely The Primeval Flood Catastrophe: Origins and Early
Development in Mesopotamian Traditions (Oxford Oriental Monographs). This book and that is qualified as
The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking up and review this e-book



you can get many advantages.
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