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In 1860 farmers accounted for 60 percent of the American workforce; in 1910, 30.5 percent; by 1994, there
were too few to warrant a separate census category. The changes wrought by the decline of family farming
and the rise of industrial agribusiness typically have been viewed through historical, economic, and political
lenses. But as William Conlogue demonstrates, some of the most vital and incisive debates on the subject
have occurred in a site that is perhaps less obvious--literature.

Conlogue refutes the critical tendency to treat farm-centered texts as pastorals, arguing that such an approach
overlooks the diverse ways these works explore human relationships to the land. His readings of works by
Willa Cather, Ruth Comfort Mitchell, John Steinbeck, Luis Valdez, Ernest Gaines, Jane Smiley, Wendell
Berry, and others reveal that, through agricultural narratives, authors have addressed such wide-ranging
subjects as the impact of technology on people and land, changing gender roles, environmental destruction,
and the exploitation of migrant workers. In short, Conlogue offers fresh perspectives on how writers confront
issues whose site is the farm but whose impact reaches every corner of American society.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Cao:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Working the Garden: American Writers and the Industrialization of Agriculture (Studies in Rural Culture), it
is possible to tells your family, friends and soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make
them reading a guide.

Glenn Remaley:

Exactly why? Because this Working the Garden: American Writers and the Industrialization of Agriculture
(Studies in Rural Culture) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea
but latter it will shock you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author
who all write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining
technique but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having
this anymore or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of gains than the other book get
such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold up having that
book? If I have been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Dwight Roberts:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book Working the Garden: American Writers and the
Industrialization of Agriculture (Studies in Rural Culture) was colorful and of course has pictures on the
website. As we know that book Working the Garden: American Writers and the Industrialization of
Agriculture (Studies in Rural Culture) has many kinds or type. Start from kids until adolescents. For example
Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. So , not at all of book
are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for
yourself and try to like reading in which.

Gregory Kile:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you know
that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book. A substantial



number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually Working the
Garden: American Writers and the Industrialization of Agriculture (Studies in Rural Culture).
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