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The crises--and failures--of modernization in Japan, as seen up close by a resident expert

Japan is a nation in crisis, and the crisis goes far beyond its well-known economic plight. In Dogs and
Demons, Alex Kerr chronicles the crisis on a broad scale, from the failure of Japan's banks and pension funds
to the decline of its once magnificent modern cinema. The book takes up for the first time in the Western
press subjects such as the nation's endangered environment--its seashores lined with concrete, its roads
leading to nowhere in the mountains. It describes Japan's "monument frenzy," the destruction of old cities
such as Kyoto and construction of drab new cities, and the attendant collapse of the tourist industry.

All these unhealthy developments are, Kerr argues, the devastating boomerang effect of an educational and
bureaucratic system designed to produce manufactured goods--and little else. A mere upturn in economic
growth will not quickly remedy these severe internal problems, which Kerr calls a "failure of modernism."
He assails the foreign experts who, often dependent on Japanese government and business support, fail to
address these issues. Meanwhile, what of the Japanese people themselves? Kerr, a resident of Japan for
thirty-five years, writes of them with humor and passion, for "passion," he says, "is part of the story. Millions
of Japanese feel as heartbroken at what is going on as I do. My Japanese friends tell me, 'Please write this--
for us.'"
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From reader reviews:

Erna Taylor:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give
you a lot of new data. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one
of numerous ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine
the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you
read this Dogs and Demons: Tales From the Dark Side of Modern Japan, it is possible to tells your family,
friends and also soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a
guide.

Marietta Allred:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-
free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to try look for book, may be the guide untitled Dogs and Demons: Tales From the Dark Side of Modern
Japan can be fine book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Aletha Bassett:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get large amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra
time, we will say absolutely yes. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of
activity have you got when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited
right. Then do you try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often
the book you have read is actually Dogs and Demons: Tales From the Dark Side of Modern Japan.

Otis Key:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition details. Even you love Dogs and Demons: Tales From the Dark Side of Modern
Japan, it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What
kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its identified as
reading friends.
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