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Early Christian Dress is the first full-length monograph on the subject of dress in early Christianity. It pays
attention to the ways in which dress expressed and shaped Christian identity, the role dress played in
Christians’ rivalries with pagan neighbours, and especially to the ways in which notions of gender were
culled and revised in the process. Although many scholars have argued that gender in late antiquity was a
performed and embodied category, few have paid attention to the ways in which dress and physical
appearances were implicated in the understanding of femininity and masculinity. This study addresses that
gap, revealing the amount of sartorial work necessary to secure stable gender categories in the worlds of
early Imperial pagans and late ancient Christians.

This study analyzes several vigorous discussions and debates that arose over Christian women’s dress. It
examines how Christians interpreted their dress—especially the dress of female ascetics—as evidence of
Christianity’s advanced morality and piety, a morality and piety that was coded "masculine." Yet even
Christian leaders who championed ascetic women’s ability to achieve a degree of virility in terms of their
virtue and spiritual status were troubled when ascetics’ dress threatened to materially dissolve gender
categories, difference, and hierarchies. In the end, the study enables us to gain a broader view of how gender
was constructed, perceived, and contested in early Christianity.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Lawler:

The book Early Christian Dress: Gender, Virtue, and Authority (Routledge Studies in Ancient History) gives
you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable much more increase.
Book can to be your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem using your subject. If you
can make reading through a book Early Christian Dress: Gender, Virtue, and Authority (Routledge Studies in
Ancient History) to become your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your capable,
increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You may know everything if you like start and read a
reserve Early Christian Dress: Gender, Virtue, and Authority (Routledge Studies in Ancient History). Kinds
of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about
this publication?

Hubert Ray:

Here thing why this Early Christian Dress: Gender, Virtue, and Authority (Routledge Studies in Ancient
History) are different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it depends in
the content of it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Early Christian Dress: Gender, Virtue, and
Authority (Routledge Studies in Ancient History) giving you information deeper and different ways, you can
find any book out there but there is no guide that similar with Early Christian Dress: Gender, Virtue, and
Authority (Routledge Studies in Ancient History). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your
current eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You
can easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your means home by train. In case you are having
difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Early Christian Dress: Gender, Virtue, and
Authority (Routledge Studies in Ancient History) in e-book can be your alternative.

Adrian Kester:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but novel and Early Christian Dress: Gender, Virtue, and Authority
(Routledge Studies in Ancient History) as well as others sources were given information for you. After you
know how the great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was created for
teacher as well as students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In
additional case, beside science guide, any other book likes Early Christian Dress: Gender, Virtue, and
Authority (Routledge Studies in Ancient History) to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many
types of book like here.

Marissa Wegener:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to



make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Early Christian Dress: Gender, Virtue, and Authority (Routledge Studies in
Ancient History) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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