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Focusing on the design and implementation of an important new production technology—computer-based
automatic machine tools—David F. Noble challenges the idea that technology has a life of its own which
proceeds along a singular path. Such as seen, technology has been both a convenient scapegoat and a
universal panacea, serving to disarm critics, divert attention, depoliticize debate, and dismiss discussion of
the fundamental antagonisms and inequalities that continue to beset America. This provocative study of the
postwar automation of the American metal-working industry—the heart of a modern industrial
economy—explains how dominant institutions like the great corporations, the universities, and the military,
along with the ideology of modern engineering, actually shape the development of technology itself.

Noble shows how the system of “numerical control,” perfected at MIT and put into general industrial use,
was chosen over competing systems for reasons other than the technical and economic superiority typically
advanced by its promoters. Numerical control took shape at an MIT laboratory rather than in a
manufacturing setting, and a market for the new technology was created, not by cost-minded professors, but
instead by the U.S. Air Force. Meanwhile, completing methods, equally promising, were rejected because,
among other reasons, they left control of production in the hands of the skilled workers, rather than in those
of management or programmers. Thus, Noble demonstrates, engineering design in influenced by political,
economic managerial, and sociological considerations, while the deployment of equipment—illustrated by a
detailed case history of a large General Electric plant in Massachusetts—can become entangled with such
matters as labor classification, shop organization, managerial responsibility, and patterns of authority.

In its examination of technology as a human, social process, Forces of Production is a pathbreaking
contribution to the understanding of this phenomenon in American society.
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From reader reviews:

Florence Lentz:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is known to us
that book is very important for us. The book Forces of Production has been making you to know about other
understanding and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The book Forces
of Production is not only giving you more new information but also being your friend when you feel bored.
You can spend your own personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship together with the
book Forces of Production. You never feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Larry Mason:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Forces of Production book is readable simply by you who hate the perfect
word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving perhaps
decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer connected with Forces of Production content
conveys thinking easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you still thinking Forces of Production is not loveable to
be your top collection reading book?

Terrance Pitt:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their expertise
in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this Forces of
Production.

Anne Young:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of
news. In this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just in search of the Forces of Production when you necessary it?
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