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Euripides, the last of the three great tragedians of ancient Athens, reached the height of his renown during
the disastrous Peloponnesian War, when democratic Athens was brought down by its own outsized
ambitions. “Euripides,” the classicist Bernard Knox has written, —was born never to live in peace with
himself and to prevent the rest of mankind from doing so.— His plays were shockers: he unmasked heroes,
revealing them as foolish and savage, and he wrote about the powerless—women and children, slaves and
barbarians—for whom tragedy was not so much exceptional as unending. Euripides’ plays rarely won first
prize in the great democratic competitions of ancient Athens, but their combustible mixture of realism and
extremism fascinated audiences throughout the Greek world. In the last days of the Peloponnesian War,
Athenian prisoners held captive in far-off Sicily were said to have won their freedom by reciting snatches of
Euripides’ latest tragedies.

Four of those tragedies are here presented in new translations by the contemporary poet and classicist Anne
Carson. They are Herakles, in which the hero swaggers home to destroy his own family; Hekabe, set after
the Trojan War, in which Hektor’s widow takes vengeance on her Greek captors; Hippolytos, about love and
the horror of love; and the strange tragic-comedy fable Alkestis, which tells of a husband who arranges for
his wife to die in his place. The volume also contains brief introductions by Carson to each of the plays along
with two remarkable framing essays: “Tragedy: A Curious Art Form” and “Why I Wrote Two Plays About
Phaidra.”
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From reader reviews:

Jason Villalobos:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra time?
What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question because just
their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start
from on guardería until university need this specific Grief Lessons: Four Plays by Euripides (New York
Review Books Classics) to read.

John Morris:

The ability that you get from Grief Lessons: Four Plays by Euripides (New York Review Books Classics) is
the more deep you excavating the information that hide within the words the more you get thinking about
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Grief Lessons: Four Plays by Euripides
(New York Review Books Classics) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in
selected way that can be understood by simply anyone who read this because the author of this reserve is
well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to
understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this
specific Grief Lessons: Four Plays by Euripides (New York Review Books Classics) instantly.

Justin Campbell:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Grief Lessons: Four Plays by Euripides (New
York Review Books Classics) can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out
of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what
these publications have than the others?

Alex Miller:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to
incorporate you knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding
something by book. Amount types of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra
Grief Lessons: Four Plays by Euripides (New York Review Books Classics).
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