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Picking up on Edward Said's claim that the historical experience of empire is common to both the colonizer
and the colonized, Peter van der Veer takes the case of religion to examine the mutual impact of Britain's
colonization of India on Indian and British culture. He shows that national culture in both India and Britain
developed in relation to their shared colonial experience and that notions of religion and secularity were
crucial in imagining the modern nation in both countries. In the process, van der Veer chronicles how these
notions developed in the second half of the nineteenth century in relation to gender, race, language,
spirituality, and science.

Avoiding the pitfalls of both world systems theory and national historiography, this book problematizes
oppositions between modern and traditional, secular and religious, progressive and reactionary. It shows that
what often are assumed to be opposites are, in fact, profoundly entangled. In doing so, it upsets the
convenient fiction that India is the land of eternal religion, existing outside of history, while Britain is the
epitome of modern secularity and an agent of history. Van der Veer also accounts for the continuing role of
religion in British culture and the strong part religion has played in the development of Indian civil society.
This masterly work of scholarship brings into view the effects of the very close encounter between India and
Britain--an intimate encounter that defined the character of both nations.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Gomez:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want something
to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular person?
If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have extra time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that
question because just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on guardería until university need this particular Imperial Encounters: Religion
and Modernity in India and Britain to read.

Arturo McDaniel:

This Imperial Encounters: Religion and Modernity in India and Britain book is not really ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book will be information
inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of
information you will get. This particular Imperial Encounters: Religion and Modernity in India and Britain
without we recognize teach the one who examining it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't end
up being worry Imperial Encounters: Religion and Modernity in India and Britain can bring whenever you
are and not make your case space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it inside your lovely
laptop even phone. This Imperial Encounters: Religion and Modernity in India and Britain having very good
arrangement in word and layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Beth Ritchey:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet
and the resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals
to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Imperial Encounters: Religion and
Modernity in India and Britain book because this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course
the details in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Miguel Penix:

This Imperial Encounters: Religion and Modernity in India and Britain are generally reliable for you who
want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this Imperial Encounters: Religion and
Modernity in India and Britain can be one of several great books you must have is usually giving you more
than just simple reading food but feed a person with information that maybe will shock your prior
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and
printed people. Beside that this Imperial Encounters: Religion and Modernity in India and Britain forcing
you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we



understand it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.
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