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Although most Americans no longer live in small towns, images of small-town life, and particularly of the
mutual support and neighborliness to be found in such places, remain powerful in our culture. In Habits of
the Heartland, Lyn C. Macgregor investigates how the residents of Viroqua, Wisconsin, population 4,355,
create a small-town community together. Macgregor lived in Viroqua for nearly two years. During that time
she gathered data in public places, attended meetings, volunteered for civic organizations, talked to residents
in their workplaces and homes, and worked as a bartender at the local American Legion post.

Viroqua has all the outward hallmarks of the idealized American town; the kind of place where local
merchants still occupy the shops on Main Street and everyone knows everyone else. On closer examination,
one finds that the town contains three largely separate social groups: Alternatives, Main Streeters, and
Regulars. These categories are not based on race or ethnic origins. Rather, social distinctions in Viroqua are
based ultimately on residents' ideas about what a community is and why it matters.

These ideas both reflect and shape their choices as consumers, whether at the grocery store, as parents of
school-age children, or in the voting booth. Living with-and listening to-the town's residents taught
Macgregor that while traditional ideas about "community," especially as it was connected with living in a
small town, still provided an important organizing logic for peoples' lives, there were a variety of ways to
understand and create community.
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Siegel:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Habits of the Heartland: Small-Town Life in
Modern America will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can
know about anything. But some of you think that open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suitable
book with you?

Elnora Perry:

Here thing why this kind of Habits of the Heartland: Small-Town Life in Modern America are different and
dependable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it really depends in the content from it
which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Habits of the Heartland: Small-Town Life in Modern
America giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there
is no book that similar with Habits of the Heartland: Small-Town Life in Modern America. It gives you thrill
examining journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is might be
can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your
means home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of
Habits of the Heartland: Small-Town Life in Modern America in e-book can be your choice.

Jennifer Tomasini:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name Habits of the
Heartland: Small-Town Life in Modern America suitable to you? The book was written by well known
writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Habits of the Heartland: Small-Town Life in Modern Americais
the main of several books that everyone read now. This book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When
you read this reserve you will enter the new age that you ever know prior to. The author explained their
thought in the simple way, so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this publication. This book will
give you a lot of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Jason Rickman:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't work
is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer could be Habits of the Heartland: Small-Town Life in Modern America why
because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an
individual. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth



sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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