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In Born Southern, V. Lynn Kennedy addresses the pivotal roles of birth and motherhood in slaveholding
families and communities in the Old South. She assesses the power structures of race, gender, and class?both
in the household and in the public sphere?and how they functioned to construct a distinct antebellum
southern society.

Kennedy’s unique approach links the experiences of black and white women, examining how childbirth and
motherhood created strong ties to family, community, and region for both. She also moves beyond a simple
exploration of birth as a physiological event, examining the social and cultural circumstances surrounding it:
family and community support networks, the beliefs and practices of local midwives, and the roles of men as
fathers and professionals.

The southern household?and the relationships among its members?is the focus of the first part of the book.
Integrating the experiences of all women, black and white, rich and poor, free and enslaved, these narratives
suggest the complexities of shared experiences that united women in a common purpose but also divided
them according to status. The second part moves the discussion from the private household into the public
sphere, exploring how southerners used birth and motherhood to negotiate public, professional, and political
identities.

Kennedy’s systematic and thoughtful study distinguishes southern approaches to childbirth and motherhood
from northern ones, showing how slavery and rural living contributed to a particularly southern experience.
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From reader reviews:

Ida Vanwormer:

Often the book Born Southern: Childbirth, Motherhood, and Social Networks in the Old South has a lot
associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was
published by the very famous author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. This kind of
book very easy to read you will get the point easily after scanning this book.

James Robicheaux:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Born Southern: Childbirth,
Motherhood, and Social Networks in the Old South is simple to create you can read it in the playground, in
the beach, train along with soon. If you did not get much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy
often the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Therefore
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Sonia Cramer:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several
books in the top collection in your reading list is actually Born Southern: Childbirth, Motherhood, and Social
Networks in the Old South. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in
growing to be precious person. By looking upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Steven Cordell:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
By book Born Southern: Childbirth, Motherhood, and Social Networks in the Old South we can have more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Just choose the
best book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life by this book Born Southern:
Childbirth, Motherhood, and Social Networks in the Old South. You can more attractive than now.
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