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The proposed levels theory presented in this book concerns some developmental changes in the capacity to
selectively encode information and provide rational solutions to problems. These changes are measured by
the behavior exhibited in simple discrimination-learning problems that allow both for information to be
encoded either selectively or nonselectively and for solutions to be produced by associative learning or by
hypothesis-testing.

The simplicity of these problems permits comparisons between infrahuman and human performance and also
between a wide range of ages among humans. Human adults presented with these problems typically encode
the relevant information selectively and solve the problems in a rational mode. Infrahuman animals,
however, typically process the information nonselectively and solve the problems in an automatic,
associative mode. How human children encode the information and solve the problems depends on their age.
The youngest children -- like the infrahuman animals -- mostly encode the information nonselectively and
solve the problems in the associative mode. But between early childhood and young adulthood there is a
gradual, long-term, quantifiable increase in the tendency to encode the information selectively and to solve
the problem by testing plausible hypotheses.

The theory explains in some detail the structure, function, development, and operation of the psychological
system that produces both the ontogenetic and phylogenetic differences. This system is assumed to be
differentiated into an information-processing system and an executive system analogous to the differentiation
of the nervous system into afferent and efferent systems. Each of these systems is further differentiated into
structural levels, with the higher level, in part, duplicating the function of the lower level, but in a more
plastic, voluntary, and efficient manner. The differentiation of the information-processing and executive
systems into different functional levels is presumed to have occurred sometime during the evolution of
mankind with the higher level evolving later than the lower one as the central nervous system became
increasing encephalized. As for human ontogeny, the higher levels are assumed to develop later and more
slowly than their lower-level counterparts.

In addition to accounting for a substantial body of empirical data, the theory resolves some recurrent
controversies that have bedeviled psychology since its inception as a science. It accomplishes this by
showing how information can be both nonselectively and selectively encoded, how automatic associative
learning and rational problem-solving can operate in harmony, and how cognitive development can be both
qualitative and quantitative.
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From reader reviews:

Joanna Weekley:

The book Levels of Cognitive Development can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. Why must we leave a very important thing like a book Levels of Cognitive Development? A number
of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim this book can give many data for us. It is
absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that,
you are able to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Levels of Cognitive Development has
simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can search the enormous
world by open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Juan Carrillo:

This book untitled Levels of Cognitive Development to be one of several books in which best seller in this
year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to
buy this book in the book retailer or you can order it via online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book
too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is
no reason for your requirements to past this book from your list.

Leroy Ange:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching
TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different
you can read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day
to reading a guide. The book Levels of Cognitive Development it is very good to read. There are a lot of
those who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have
enough space to bring this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book out of your
smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book possesses high quality.

Truman Gallagher:

The book untitled Levels of Cognitive Development contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains
her idea with easy technique. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do certainly not
worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by famous author. The author brings you in the
new era of literary works. You can read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or
program, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book,
you can available their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice examine.
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