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South Africa, the most urbanized country on the African continent, displays some of the highest levels of
socio-economic inequality in the world. What is life like for low-income African women in urban South
Africa in the post-apartheid era? Does urban life offer new opportunities for personal development, equality
for women, and freedom? Are there new forms of marginalization and danger shaping women's lives? Why
are so many women heading households on their own, and what does this mean for family, livelihoods,
intimacy, and citizenship?

In On Their Own, Allison Goebel explores women's experiences in the rapidly urbanizing context of post-
1994 South Africa. She navigates different layers of urbanization in the country and illuminates the ways
through which women's experiences of urbanization differ from men's, and why these differences matter. In
an approach that emphasizes women's right to the city, Goebel presents original research in a case study of
the city of Pietermaritzburg, features life stories of urban women, and engages with the literature in South
African history, politics, gender studies, urban studies, and environmental studies.

A revealing study of the ways in which urbanization is creating urgent social, economic, and environmental
challenges for South Africa, On Their Own also highlights the fraught legacies of apartheid and the
aspirations of post-apartheid society for equality and opportunity across race and gender lines.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Smith:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible On Their Own: Women,
Urbanization, and the Right to the City in South Africa (McGill-Queen's Studies in Urban Governance)?
Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time along with your
favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Samuel Lester:

The book On Their Own: Women, Urbanization, and the Right to the City in South Africa (McGill-Queen's
Studies in Urban Governance) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just
why must we leave a very important thing like a book On Their Own: Women, Urbanization, and the Right
to the City in South Africa (McGill-Queen's Studies in Urban Governance)? Some of you have a different
opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right
now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for each
other; it is possible to share all of these. Book On Their Own: Women, Urbanization, and the Right to the
City in South Africa (McGill-Queen's Studies in Urban Governance) has simple shape but you know: it has
great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is
very wonderful.

Buddy Stewart:

You may get this On Their Own: Women, Urbanization, and the Right to the City in South Africa (McGill-
Queen's Studies in Urban Governance) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it may
to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only
by means of written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern
era similar to now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now,
choose your ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Kevin Lewis:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. By the book On Their Own: Women, Urbanization, and the Right to the City in South Africa
(McGill-Queen's Studies in Urban Governance) we can acquire more advantage. Don't one to be creative
people? To become creative person must prefer to read a book. Simply choose the best book that acceptable



with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with that book On Their Own: Women,
Urbanization, and the Right to the City in South Africa (McGill-Queen's Studies in Urban Governance). You
can more pleasing than now.
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