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The Artful Species explores the idea that our aesthetic responses and art behaviors are connected to our
evolved human nature. Our humanoid forerunners displayed aesthetic sensibilities hundreds of thousands of
years ago and the art standing of prehistoric cave paintings is virtually uncontested. In Part One, Stephen
Davies analyses the key concepts of the aesthetic, art, and evolution, and explores how they might be related.
He considers a range of issues,
including whether animals have aesthetic tastes and whether art is not only universal but cross-culturally
comprehensible. Part Two examines the many aesthetic interests humans take in animals and how these
reflect our biological interests, and the idea that our environmental and landscape preferences are
rooted in the experiences of our distant ancestors. In considering the controversial subject of human beauty,
evolutionary psychologists have traditionally focused on female physical attractiveness in the context of
mate selection, but Davies presents a broader view which decouples human beauty from mate choice and
explains why it goes more with social performance and self-presentation. Part Three asks if the arts, together
or singly, are biological adaptations, incidental byproducts of nonart
adaptations, or so removed from biology that they rate as purely cultural technologies. Davies does not
conclusively support any one of the many positions considered here, but argues that there are grounds,
nevertheless, for seeing art as part of human nature. Art serves as a powerful and complex
signal of human fitness, and so cannot be incidental to biology. Indeed, aesthetic responses and art behaviors
are the touchstones of our humanity.
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From reader reviews:

Tonia Jensen:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Artful Species: Aesthetics, Art, and
Evolution book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred
% guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Anna Thompson:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book
entitled The Artful Species: Aesthetics, Art, and Evolution your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a book then become one form conclusion and explanation in
which maybe you never get before. The The Artful Species: Aesthetics, Art, and Evolution giving you one
more experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful details for your better life
with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind are going to be pleased
when you are finished reading through it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending
spare time activity?

Randall Briggs:

Beside that The Artful Species: Aesthetics, Art, and Evolution in your phone, it can give you a way to get
nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from
oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have The
Artful Species: Aesthetics, Art, and Evolution because this book offers for your requirements readable
information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would
not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just
like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book in addition to read it from now!

Carlos Tabor:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but additionally novel and The Artful Species: Aesthetics, Art, and
Evolution or even others sources were given information for you. After you know how the good a book, you
feel desire to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those
books are helping them to add their knowledge. In additional case, beside science guide, any other book likes
The Artful Species: Aesthetics, Art, and Evolution to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of
book like this one.
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