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A gripping account of the final American bombing mission of World War II and how it prevented a military
coup that would have kept Japan in the war.

How close did the Japanese come to not surrendering to Allied forces on August 15, 1945? The Last Mission
explores this question through two previously neglected strands of late—World War II history, whose very
interconnections could have caused a harrowing shift in the course of the postwar world. On the final night
of the war, as Emperor Hirohito recorded a message of surrender for the Japanese people, a band of Japanese
rebels, commanded by War Minister Anami's elite staff, burst into the palace. They had plotted a massive
coup that aimed to destroy the recordings of the Imperial Rescript of surrender and issue false orders forged
with the Emperor’s seal commanding the widely dispersed Japanese military to continue the war. If this
rebellion had succeeded, the military would have proceeded with large-scale kamikaze attacks on Allied
forces, costing huge casualties and just possibly provoking the Americans to drop a third atomic bomb on
Japan over Tokyo–and continue to drop more bombs as Japanese resistance stiffened.

Meanwhile, in the midst of an “end-of-war” celebration on Guam, Air Force radio operator Jim Smith and
his fellow crewmen received urgent orders for a bombing mission over Japan’s sole remaining oil refinery
north of Tokyo. As a stream of American B-29B bombers approached Tokyo, Japanese air defenses, fearing
the approaching planes signaled the threat of a third atomic bomb, ordered a total blackout in Tokyo and the
Imperial Palace, completely disrupting the rebels’ plans. Smith and his fellow crewmembers completed the
mission, and a few hours later, the Emperor announced the surrender over Japan’s airwaves, dictating the end
of the war.

The Last Mission is an insightful piece of speculative investigation that combines narrative storytelling with
historical contingency and explores how two seemingly unrelated events could have profoundly changed the
course of modern history.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Pamela Guarino:

The book The Last Mission: The Secret History of World War II's Final Battle make one feel enjoy for your
spare time. You need to use to make your capable more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you
getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a book The Last Mission:
The Secret History of World War II's Final Battle for being your habit, you can get considerably more
advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible to
know everything if you like available and read a reserve The Last Mission: The Secret History of World War
II's Final Battle. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other
individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Charles Shrader:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded
place and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the
item for a while is reading. Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance
to stand than other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of
The Last Mission: The Secret History of World War II's Final Battle book as starter and daily reading
reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Jeffrey Blough:

Here thing why that The Last Mission: The Secret History of World War II's Final Battle are different and
dependable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content
from it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. The Last Mission: The Secret History of World War
II's Final Battle giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any reserve out there but
there is no publication that similar with The Last Mission: The Secret History of World War II's Final Battle.
It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your eyes about the thing this happened in the world
which is might be can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in playground, café, or
even in your means home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the
form of The Last Mission: The Secret History of World War II's Final Battle in e-book can be your
alternative.

Jared Carter:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several
books in the top listing in your reading list will be The Last Mission: The Secret History of World War II's



Final Battle. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in becoming precious
person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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