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This book identifies a widespread conceptual vagueness in industry and education today over ‘quality’ and
finds that the Metaphysics of Quality of Robert M. Pirsig provides a valuable clarification. It situates Pirsig’s
solution both philosophically and in relation to the New Physics, simplifying and clarifying his terminology
and expanding his moral hierarchy. The alternative philosophical legacy of Hermeticism is examined,
focussing on the technology of the transformation of lower into higher quality, alchemy, recommended by
key virtues of holism and amelioration. Alchemy is re-evaluated (and alchemical vanitas interrogated) and
employed as a powerful paradigm for this transformation. A mnemonic scheme is employed to structure,
illustrate and further the argument of each chapter by personification in typical characters, ancient and
modern. The ancient characters are Græco-Roman divinities. The modern characters portrayed are teachers;
however the new paradigm of Quality illustrated also has implications outwith the field of education. Alan
McManus, M.Theol.(hons), M.Phil, PGDE, M.Litt., Ph.D., is a freelance academic, novelist, playwright and
dramaturg. Only Say The Word: Affirming Gay and Lesbian Love, published by Christian Alternative in
2013, is the first in a series of considerations of the ethical implications of his reading of pirsigian
metaphysics and is followed by Life Choice: the Ethics and Ideologies of Abortion. This doctoral thesis and
his Master’s dissertation (which is published as Dreaming Anarchy: a Shut-Eye View of a Utopia) are
discussed in his chapter, “Strange Attractors: Myth, Dream, and Memory in Educational Methodology”, in
the International Handbook of Interpretation in Educational Research published by Springer, 2015. He has
also published articles on political philosophy and WW1 remembrance in the online journal, Citizenship,
Social and Economics Education. He has published two novellas and one novel of his Bruno Benedetti
Mysteries, a series of inclusive stories set in Glasgow, with another forthcoming. His twitter address is
@gumptionology.
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From reader reviews:

Floyd Goshorn:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the Alchemy at the Chalkface: Pirsig,
Pedagogy and the Metaphysics of Quality is kind of guide which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Katherine Sorenson:

Often the book Alchemy at the Chalkface: Pirsig, Pedagogy and the Metaphysics of Quality has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by the
very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to
read you can find the point easily after reading this book.

Kenneth Quisenberry:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping Alchemy at the Chalkface: Pirsig,
Pedagogy and the Metaphysics of Quality that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading
this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world better then
how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the geeky individual
but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as
your good habit, you may pick Alchemy at the Chalkface: Pirsig, Pedagogy and the Metaphysics of Quality
become your own starter.

Elizabeth Black:

Beside this particular Alchemy at the Chalkface: Pirsig, Pedagogy and the Metaphysics of Quality in your
phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh in the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people live
in narrow village. It is good thing to have Alchemy at the Chalkface: Pirsig, Pedagogy and the Metaphysics
of Quality because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but
you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this within your hand. The
Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss that? Find this book and also read it from right now!
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