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In Electing Judges, leading judicial politics scholar James L. Gibson responds tothe growing chorus of critics
who fear that the politics of running for office undermine judicial independence and even the rule of law.
While many people have opinions on the topic, few have supported them with actual empirical evidence.
Gibson rectifies this situation, offering the most systematic and comprehensive study to date of the impact of
campaigns on public perceptions of fairness, impartiality, and the legitimacy of elected state courts—and his
findings are both counterintuitive and controversial.

 

Gibson finds that ordinary Americans do not conclude from campaign promises that judges are incapable of
making impartial decisions. Instead, he shows, they understand the process of deciding cases to be an
exercise in policy making, rather than of simply applying laws to individual cases—and consequently think
it’s important for candidates to reveal where they stand on important issues. Negative advertising also turns
out to have a limited effect on perceptions of judicial legitimacy, though the same cannot be said for widely
hated campaign contributions.

 

Taking both the good and bad into consideration, Gibson argues persuasively that elections are ultimately
beneficial in boosting the institutional legitimacy of courts, despite the slight negative effects of some
campaign activities. Electing Judges will initiate a lively debate inside both the halls of justice and the
academy.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Bolden:

This Electing Judges: The Surprising Effects of Campaigning on Judicial Legitimacy (Chicago Studies in
American Politics) book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit
you obtain by reading this book is definitely information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get data
which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Electing Judges: The
Surprising Effects of Campaigning on Judicial Legitimacy (Chicago Studies in American Politics) without
we realize teach the one who looking at it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't become worry
Electing Judges: The Surprising Effects of Campaigning on Judicial Legitimacy (Chicago Studies in
American Politics) can bring if you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' grow to be full
because you can have it within your lovely laptop even phone. This Electing Judges: The Surprising Effects
of Campaigning on Judicial Legitimacy (Chicago Studies in American Politics) having very good
arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Walter Crouse:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get wide
range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are
you experiencing when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited
right. Then do you ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your
spare time, the actual book you have read is definitely Electing Judges: The Surprising Effects of
Campaigning on Judicial Legitimacy (Chicago Studies in American Politics).

Gary Tawney:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Electing Judges: The Surprising Effects of
Campaigning on Judicial Legitimacy (Chicago Studies in American Politics) can be the answer, oh how
comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this
brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Robert Wolfe:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book Electing Judges: The Surprising
Effects of Campaigning on Judicial Legitimacy (Chicago Studies in American Politics) to make your reading
is interesting. Your personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you including reading. Try to
choose basic book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea about book and reading through
especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open a book and go through it. Beside that the guide



Electing Judges: The Surprising Effects of Campaigning on Judicial Legitimacy (Chicago Studies in
American Politics) can to be your brand new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using what
must you're doing of that time.
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