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Gypsies and the British Imagination, 1807-1930, is the first book to explore fully the British obsession with
Gypsies throughout the nineteenth century and into the twentieth. Deborah Epstein Nord traces various
representations of Gypsies in the works of such well-known British authors John Clare, Walter Scott,
William Wordsworth, George Eliot, Arthur Conan Doyle, and D. H. Lawrence. Nord also exhumes lesser-
known literary, ethnographic, and historical texts, exploring the fascinating histories of nomadic writer
George Borrow, the Gypsy Lore Society, Dora Yates, and other rarely examined figures and institutions.

Gypsies were both idealized and reviled by Victorian and early-twentieth-century Britons. Associated with
primitive desires, lawlessness, cunning, and sexual excess, Gypsies were also objects of antiquarian, literary,
and anthropological interest. As Nord demonstrates, British writers and artists drew on Gypsy characters and
plots to redefine and reconstruct cultural and racial difference, national and personal identity, and the
individual's relationship to social and sexual orthodoxies. Gypsies were long associated with pastoral
conventions and, in the nineteenth century, came to stand in for the ancient British past. Using myths of
switched babies, Gypsy kidnappings, and the Gypsies' murky origins, authors projected onto Gypsies their
own desires to escape convention and their anxieties about the ambiguities of identity.

The literary representations that Nord examines have their roots in the interplay between the notion of
Gypsies as a separate, often despised race and the psychic or aesthetic desire to dissolve the boundary
between English and Gypsy worlds. By the beginning of the twentieth century, she argues, romantic
identification with Gypsies had hardened into caricature-a phenomenon reflected in D. H. Lawrence's The
Virgin and the Gipsy-and thoroughly obscured the reality of Gypsy life and history.
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From reader reviews:

Leonel Burton:

The book Gypsies and the British Imagination, 1807-1930 can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a book Gypsies and the British
Imagination, 1807-1930? Several of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim which book can
give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book
Gypsies and the British Imagination, 1807-1930 has simple shape however you know: it has great and big
function for you. You can seem the enormous world by wide open and read a e-book. So it is very
wonderful.

David Bostick:

This book untitled Gypsies and the British Imagination, 1807-1930 to be one of several books which best
seller in this year, here is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will
easily to buy that book in the book shop or you can order it by way of online. The publisher with this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read this book in your Touch
screen phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this book from your list.

Beverly Rosa:

The reason? Because this Gypsies and the British Imagination, 1807-1930 is an unordinary book that the
inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will surprise you with the secret it inside.
Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such awesome way makes the
content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for
you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of
gains than the other book possess such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking way. So , still
want to delay having that book? If I were being you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Robert Hansen:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching
from it. It is identified as of book Gypsies and the British Imagination, 1807-1930. You can add your
knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one place to
other place.
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