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A fascinating study from a modern feminist perspective of an androgynous Hindu god in Indian culture.

The designation “Lord Who Is Half Woman” refers to the androgynous Hindu god Ardhanarisvara (also
known as Siva-Sakti). While iconographical aspects of this significant image have been addressed, the
complex theological, philosophical, and social implications inherent in a dual gendered deity have not. This
book provides the first extensive study of the influence of Ardhanarisvara, exploring four distinct areas of
Indian culture, namely iconography, hatha yoga, devotional poetry (bhakti), and mythology. Ellen Goldberg
also offers a feminist analysis of the ways in which “male” and “female” have been constructed in this image
and the various representations pertaining to the broader gender implications of an androgynous deity.

“As a contribution to Indology and religious studies the book offers a careful reading of the iconography of
the androgyne (or perhaps, ‘gynandro’), an innovative connection between ritual image and practice in the
context of hathayoga, and a set of thoughtful reflections on the possibilities and limits of religion in re-
imagining gendered identities.” — Journal of the American Academy of Religion

“A very sympathetic but also very critical look at the image from a variety of sophisticated hermeneutical
perspectives. Goldberg is able to move through the image itself to the much broader issues of sexual
differentiation, sexual justice, gender construction, androgyny across cultures, and more. The icon, in other
words, acts as a kind of lens through which the author and her readers can ‘see anew’ the world. I loved this
book. It has the potential to become a classic Indological work.” — Jeffrey J. Kripal, author of Kali's Child:
The Mystical and the Erotic in the Life and Teachings of Ramakrishna

Ellen Goldberg is Associate Professor of Religious Studies at Queen’s University in Kingston, Ontario.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Mendez:

The book The Lord Who Is Half Woman: Ardhanarisvara in Indian and Feminist Perspective gives you the
sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable more increase. Book can to
get your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem using your subject. If you can make
studying a book The Lord Who Is Half Woman: Ardhanarisvara in Indian and Feminist Perspective to get
your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about several or all
subjects. You can know everything if you like start and read a guide The Lord Who Is Half Woman:
Ardhanarisvara in Indian and Feminist Perspective. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book
or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Irene Allen:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that
question simply because just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need that The Lord Who Is Half
Woman: Ardhanarisvara in Indian and Feminist Perspective to read.

Matthew Hansen:

Here thing why this kind of The Lord Who Is Half Woman: Ardhanarisvara in Indian and Feminist
Perspective are different and reliable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it depends in the
content than it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. The Lord Who Is Half Woman:
Ardhanarisvara in Indian and Feminist Perspective giving you information deeper and different ways, you
can find any e-book out there but there is no publication that similar with The Lord Who Is Half Woman:
Ardhanarisvara in Indian and Feminist Perspective. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your
current eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you.
You can easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your technique home by train. For anyone who
is having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The Lord Who Is Half Woman:
Ardhanarisvara in Indian and Feminist Perspective in e-book can be your alternate.

Mary Norman:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. From
the book The Lord Who Is Half Woman: Ardhanarisvara in Indian and Feminist Perspective we can take



more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For being creative person must choose to read a book.
Simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with this
book The Lord Who Is Half Woman: Ardhanarisvara in Indian and Feminist Perspective. You can more
pleasing than now.
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