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This book examines the ideology of elite lawyers and judges from the Gilded Age through the New Deal.
Between 1866 and 1937, a coherent outlook shaped the way the American bar understood the sources of law,
the role of the courts, and the relationship between law and the larger society. William M. Wiecek explores
this outlook--often called "legal orthodoxy" or "classical legal thought"--which assumed that law was
apolitical, determinate, objective, and neutral.

American classical legal thought was forged in the heat of the social crises that punctuated the late nineteenth
century. Fearing labor unions, immigrants, and working people generally, American elites, including those
on the bench and bar, sought ways to repress disorder and prevent political majorities from using democratic
processes to redistribute wealth and power. Classical legal thought provided a rationale that assured the
legitimacy of the extant distribution of society's resources. It enabled the legal suppression of unions and the
subordination of workers to management's authority.

As the twentieth-century U.S. economy grew in complexity, the antiregulatory, individualistic bias of
classical legal thought became more and more distanced from reality. Brittle and dogmatic, legal ideology
lost legitimacy in the eyes of both laypeople and ever-larger segments of the bar. It was at last abandoned in
the "constitutional revolution of 1937", but--as Wiecek argues in this detailed analysis--nothing has arisen
since to replace it as an explanation of what law is and why courts have such broad power in a democratic
society.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Carter:

This The Lost World of Classical Legal Thought: Law and Ideology in America, 1886-1937 book is not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is
actually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper an
individual read a lot of information you will get. This particular The Lost World of Classical Legal Thought:
Law and Ideology in America, 1886-1937 without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in
thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry The Lost World of Classical Legal Thought: Law and Ideology
in America, 1886-1937 can bring if you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' grow to be full
because you can have it within your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The Lost World of Classical
Legal Thought: Law and Ideology in America, 1886-1937 having excellent arrangement in word and also
layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Kristen Mazur:

The feeling that you get from The Lost World of Classical Legal Thought: Law and Ideology in America,
1886-1937 may be the more deep you excavating the information that hide within the words the more you
get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Lost World of
Classical Legal Thought: Law and Ideology in America, 1886-1937 giving you joy feeling of reading. The
article author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by anyone who read the idea
because the author of this publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your personal vocabulary
increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We suggest you for having this particular The Lost World of Classical Legal Thought: Law and
Ideology in America, 1886-1937 instantly.

Scott Marin:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended
for your requirements is The Lost World of Classical Legal Thought: Law and Ideology in America, 1886-
1937 this reserve consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This book was
represented how do the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer make usage of to explain it is
easy to understand. Typically the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That is why this
book appropriate all of you.

Jon Watson:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might



have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular The Lost World of Classical Legal
Thought: Law and Ideology in America, 1886-1937 can give you a lot of friends because by you considering
this one book you have thing that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This specific
book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that possibly your friend
doesn't know, by knowing more than different make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to
have The Lost World of Classical Legal Thought: Law and Ideology in America, 1886-1937.
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