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Seminar paper from the year 2011 in the subject American Studies - Miscellaneous, grade: 1,0, Free
University of Berlin (John-F.-Kennedy-Institut ), course: The Media and Public Opinion in US Foreign
Policy, language: English, abstract: It is widely known that the public in the U.S. counts on the mass media
to get information about political affairs these days (Pew Research Center 2010: 1), not only because it is
hardly possible for people to gather all the political information they get from the media by themselves but
also because political issues are usually very complex and difficult to compre-hend without any guidance (cf.
Berinsky/Kinder 2006: 641). What the public knows about politics – which is the basis of public debate and
can shape public opinion – therefore depends to a large extent on what journalists convey in the news (cf.
Simon/Xenos 2010: 363; de Vreese 2005: 51). This is also a crucial fact for political actors because they
have to take the media into account whenever they want to convey a message or opinion about a political
con-cern to the public.
Among the most important messages from political actors to the people are presidential speeches because
they very often include vital decisions for the country or new strategies in an ongoing conflict. By giving a
speech to the nation a president can not only justify political plans but also shape those plans in a way that
makes them worthy of support among the public and the Congress. Thus, a president’s “message is
constructed in such a way as to contain certain associations rather than others” (Simon/Xenos 2010: 367) in
order to accentuate aspects of the message that the president thinks are likely to attract support. This is called
framing and serves the purpose of promoting a certain “interpretation and evaluation” of a political issue by
an audience (Entman 2004: 26). However, unless people watch the speeches themselves, a president cannot
entirely determine how the public perceives the content of a speech. Whether a presidential speech comes
across the way a president communicated it, depends heavily on whether journalists pick up the president’s
framing and put the emphasis on the same information that the president did. If the media doesn’t do that, the
public might not judge the political matter the way a president intended, which could result in less support
for a policy.
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From reader reviews:

Kermit Diaz:

The book Recalling Political Messages: About the Framing of a Presidential Speech and Its Subsequent
News Coverage has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage.
The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some research prior to write this book. That
book very easy to read you may get the point easily after scanning this book.

Valerie Little:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying Recalling Political Messages:
About the Framing of a Presidential Speech and Its Subsequent News Coverage that give your satisfaction
preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the
opportinity for people to know world much better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be
claimed constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to always be
success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, you could pick Recalling
Political Messages: About the Framing of a Presidential Speech and Its Subsequent News Coverage become
your own starter.

Rhonda Silva:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you learn a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The Recalling Political Messages: About the Framing of a Presidential Speech and Its Subsequent
News Coverage offer you a new experience in reading through a book.

Alice Weaver:

Beside this kind of Recalling Political Messages: About the Framing of a Presidential Speech and Its
Subsequent News Coverage in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or
information. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from oven so don't
become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Recalling Political
Messages: About the Framing of a Presidential Speech and Its Subsequent News Coverage because this book
offers to you readable information. Do you often have book but you don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh
come on, that will not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be
questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book and also
read it from today!
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