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The presentation of bodies in pain has been a major concern in Western art since the time of the Greeks. The
Christian tradition is closely entwined with such themes, from the central images of the Passion to the
representations of bloody martyrdoms. The remnants of this tradition are evident in contemporary images
from Abu Ghraib. In the last forty years, the body in pain has also emerged as a recurring theme in
performance art.

Recently, authors such as Elaine Scarry, Susan Sontag, and Giorgio Agamben have written about these
themes. The scholars in this volume add to the discussion, analyzing representations of pain in art and the
media. Their essays are firmly anchored on consideration of the images, not on whatever actual pain the
subjects suffered. At issue is representation, before and often apart from events in the world.

Part One concerns practices in which the appearance of pain is understood as expressive. Topics discussed
include the strange dynamics of faked pain and real pain, contemporary performance art, international
photojournalism, surrealism, and Renaissance and Baroque art. Part Two concerns representations that
cannot be readily assigned to that genealogy: the Chinese form of execution known as lingchi (popularly the
"death of a thousand cuts"), whippings in the Belgian Congo, American lynching photographs, Boer War
concentration camp photographs, and recent American capital punishment. These examples do not comprise
a single alternate genealogy, but are united by the absence of an intention to represent pain. The book
concludes with a roundtable discussion, where the authors discuss the ethical implications of viewing such
images.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Bauer:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Yep,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book called Representations of Pain
in Art and Visual Culture (Routledge Advances in Art and Visual Studies)? Maybe it is being best activity
for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than
before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Walter Goodwin:

Representations of Pain in Art and Visual Culture (Routledge Advances in Art and Visual Studies) can be
one of your starter books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this book has
good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining
but still delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing Representations of Pain in Art and Visual Culture (Routledge Advances in Art and
Visual Studies) however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based
confirm resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great information may drawn you into fresh
stage of crucial imagining.

Eleanor Hotchkiss:

This Representations of Pain in Art and Visual Culture (Routledge Advances in Art and Visual Studies) is
great publication for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who all always deal
with world and also have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it info accurately using great plan
word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have
whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but hard core information with
wonderful delivering sentences. Having Representations of Pain in Art and Visual Culture (Routledge
Advances in Art and Visual Studies) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, facts in it is not
ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but this
reserve already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in
which?

James Rouse:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Representations of Pain in Art and Visual Culture
(Routledge Advances in Art and Visual Studies) can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you
know. You are therefore out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common
not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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