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In The Colored Car, Jean Alicia Elster, author of the award-winning Who's Jim Hines?, follows another
member of the Ford family coming of age in Depression-era Detroit. In the hot summer of 1937, twelve-
year-old Patsy takes care of her three younger sisters and helps her mother put up fresh fruits and vegetables
in the family's summer kitchen, adjacent to the wood yard that her father, Douglas Ford, owns. Times are
tough, and Patsy's mother, May Ford, helps neighborhood families by sharing the food that she preserves.
But May's decision to take a break from canning to take her daughters for a visit to their grandmother's home
in Clarksville, Tennessee, sets in motion a series of events that prove to be life-changing for Patsy.

After boarding the first-class train car at Michigan Central Station in Detroit and riding comfortably to
Cincinnati, Patsy is shocked when her family is led from their seats to change cars. In the dirty, cramped
"colored car," Patsy finds that the life she has known in Detroit is very different from life down south, and
she can hardly get the experience out of her mind when she returns home-like the soot stain on her finely
made dress or the smear on the quilt squares her grandmother taught her to sew. As summer wears on, Patsy
must find a way to understand her experience in the colored car and also deal with the more subtle injustices
that her family faces in Detroit. By the end of the story, Patsy will never see the world in the same way that
she did before.

Elster's engaging narrative illustrates the personal impact of segregation and discrimination and reveals
powerful glimpses of everyday life in 1930s Detroit. For young readers interested in American history, The
Colored Car is engrossing and informative reading.
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From reader reviews:

Heather Sessoms:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book The Colored Car (Great Lakes Books Series). You can
choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how is important the book The
Colored Car (Great Lakes Books Series). You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by
a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can understand everything! From your country till
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In
this era, we can easily open a book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can use it when
you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Jack Harbin:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the book untitled The Colored Car (Great Lakes Books Series) can be fine
book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Jeremy Gable:

The book untitled The Colored Car (Great Lakes Books Series) contain a lot of information on this. The
writer explains the woman idea with easy technique. The language is very clear and understandable all the
people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The
author will take you in the new time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read more
your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish
to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site and order it. Have a nice go through.

Florence Williams:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This The Colored Car (Great Lakes Books
Series) is simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did
not possess much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you
quicker to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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