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Filled with sharp dialogue, engaging characters, and offbeat detail, the twelve stories collected in The
Melancholy of Departure describe an outsider’s world of longing, disillusion, and survival, where hope is
found in unexpected places and understanding comes from unlikely sources.

In “Hurley,” the title character is a would-be revolutionary who unsuccessfully tries to explain “the
difference between erotica and violence against women” to a clerk at a pornography shop called The Fifth
Wheel. “Florence Wearnse” centers on a spinster of the World War I generation who goes deaf “to escape
the listening, so tired had she grown of stocks and bonds, whooping cough, motor cars, weddings, the
Kentucky Derby.” A bizarre friendship between a former psychiatric war orderly with an interest in sadism
and an obese mental patient who sublimates his needs by eating lemon meringue pie is featured in “Ralph
and Larry.”

As the title of the collection suggests, many of the stories deal with loss or failed relationships. In “Voici!
Henri!,” a story set in Paris, an aging Englishman contemplates life without his young lover, Henri, who has
left Switzerland with a wealthy baron. “Let Me Tell You How I Met My First Husband, the Clown!” is a
bittersweet rememberance of a Jewish woman’s first marriage to “Daniel Muldoon: One-Man Flying
Circus,” a man she believes was “a sort of Ba’al Shem Tov with laughing children on his shoulders, a man
whom God has put on this earth to show us the study of Talmud was not the only path.”

“At Home with the Pelletiers” chronicles the disintegration of a St. Louis family after the oldest son, Walter,
returns home from Marine Corps boot camp during the Vietnam War. Younger brother Howard prefers the
Jane Fonda he sees on the nightly news to the actress who played Barbarella and feels uncomfortably at odds
with the militaristic Walter, whose stories about war atrocities and sex Howard finds frighteningly similar.

Fully aware of the dangers that await us all?loneliness, commitment, heartbreak, love?the men and women in
this collection call out to us from the fringes of society; they are prophets whose messages fall on
uninterested ears.
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From reader reviews:

Ricardo Hamilton:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are
reading whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will require this The Melancholy of Departure: Stories (Flannery
O'Connor Award for Short Fiction Ser.).

David Stephenson:

Here thing why this kind of The Melancholy of Departure: Stories (Flannery O'Connor Award for Short
Fiction Ser.) are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good
nevertheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delicious as food or not. The
Melancholy of Departure: Stories (Flannery O'Connor Award for Short Fiction Ser.) giving you information
deeper since different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no reserve that similar with The
Melancholy of Departure: Stories (Flannery O'Connor Award for Short Fiction Ser.). It gives you thrill
examining journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is might
be can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your method
home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of The
Melancholy of Departure: Stories (Flannery O'Connor Award for Short Fiction Ser.) in e-book can be your
choice.

Luther Ritenour:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Melancholy of Departure: Stories
(Flannery O'Connor Award for Short Fiction Ser.) which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's see.

Harriet Dupree:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of
many books in the top collection in your reading list is actually The Melancholy of Departure: Stories
(Flannery O'Connor Award for Short Fiction Ser.). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines



can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking up and review this guide you can get many
advantages.
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