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Denis Guénoun's father was an Algerian Jew who inherited French citizenship and revered the principles of
the French Revolution. He taught science in a French lycée in Oran and belonged to the French Communist
Party. He rarely fought on a winning side, but his belief in the common interests of Arabs and Jews, Europe
and a liberated North Africa, call out to us from the ruins.

In World War II, he was drafted to defend Vichy France's colonies in the Middle East. At the same time,
Vichy barred him and his wife from teaching school because they were Jewish. When the British conquered
Syria he was sent home to Oran. In 1943, after the Allies captured Algeria, he joined the Free French Army
and fought in Europe. After the war, both parents went back to teaching, doing their best to reconcile militant
unionism and clandestine party activity with the demands of teaching and family. The Guénouns had little
interest in Israel. They considered themselves at home in Algeria. From 1958 onward, Guénoun supported
Algerian independence, outraging his French neighbors. Expelled from Algeria by the French paramilitary
Organisation Armée Secrète, he spent his last years in Marseille.

This book movingly recreates the efforts of a grown-up son, Denis Guénoun, to understand what happened in
his childhood. Gracefully weaving together youthful memories with research into his father's life and times,
this memoir confounds the distinctions -- ethnic, national, and political -- that might otherwise explain or
justify conflict. Who belongs where? Who is one's natural enemy? Radically hostile to any sort of racism,
Guénoun's father believed Jews and Arabs were bound by an authentic fraternity and could only realize a
free future together. He called himself a Semite, a word that united Jewish and Arab worlds and best
reflected a shared origin.
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From reader reviews:

Belinda Bedard:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that
will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read one
along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the A Semite: A Memoir of Algeria is kind
of publication which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Olive Griffin:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name A Semite: A Memoir
of Algeria suitable to you? The particular book was written by famous writer in this era. The actual book
untitled A Semite: A Memoir of Algeriais a single of several books that will everyone read now. This kind of
book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new age that
you ever know ahead of. The author explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people can easily to
understand the core of this guide. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world
now. In order to see the represented of the world with this book.

Donald Murray:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This A Semite: A Memoir of Algeria is
simple to deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not get much space
to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can
save typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this
book.

Marjorie Calhoun:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get
it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This particular A Semite: A Memoir of Algeria can give you a
lot of good friends because by you looking at this one book you have matter that they don't and make a
person more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book
offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make you to be
great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have A Semite: A Memoir of Algeria.
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