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In 1992, at the end of a twelve-year civil war, El Salvador was poised for a transition to democracy. Yet,
after longstanding dominance by a small oligarchy that continually used violence to repress popular
resistance, El Salvador’s democracy has proven to be a fragile one, as social ills (poverty chief among them)
have given rise to neighborhoods where gang activity now thrives. Mano Dura examines the ways in which
the ruling ARENA party used gang violence to solidify political power in the hands of the elite—culminating
in draconian “iron fist” antigang policies that undermine human rights while ultimately doing little to address
the roots of gang membership.

Drawing on extensive ethnographic fieldwork and policy analysis, Mano Dura examines the activities of
three nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) that have advocated for more nuanced policies to eradicate
gangs and the societal issues that are both a cause and an effect of gang proliferation. While other studies of
street gangs have focused on relatively distant countries such as Colombia, Argentina, and Jamaica, Sonja
Wolf’s research takes us to a country closer to the United States, where forced deportation has brought with
it US gang culture. Charting the limited success of NGOs in influencing El Salvador’s security policies, the
book brings to light key contextual aspects—including myopic media coverage and the ironic populist
support for ARENA, despite the party’s protection of the elite at the expense of the greater society.
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From reader reviews:

Lawrence Rector:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Mano Dura: The Politics of Gang Control in El Salvador.
You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about how is important
a new book Mano Dura: The Politics of Gang Control in El Salvador. You can add expertise and of course
you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can understand
everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple issue until
wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even searching by internet
product. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

George Bolin:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Mano Dura: The Politics of Gang Control in El Salvador book is readable
simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable
studying experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer
connected with Mano Dura: The Politics of Gang Control in El Salvador content conveys objective easily to
understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different
as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Mano Dura: The Politics of Gang Control in El Salvador is not
loveable to be your top list reading book?

Sharon Bradley:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in
the outside search likes. Maybe you answer may be Mano Dura: The Politics of Gang Control in El Salvador
why because the amazing cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you
actually. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Anthony Wilson:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need
more time to be examine. Mano Dura: The Politics of Gang Control in El Salvador can be your answer
because it can be read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.
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