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Since the eighteenth century, classical scholars have generally agreed that the Greek playwright
Aristophanes did not as a matter of course write "political" plays. Yet, according to an anonymous Life of
Aristophanes, when Dionysius the tyrant of Syracuse wanted to know about the government of Athens, Plato
sent him a copy of Aristophanes' Clouds.

In this boldly revisionist work, Michael Vickers convincingly argues that in his earlier plays, Aristophanes in
fact commented on the day-to-day political concerns of Athenians. Vickers reads the first six of
Aristophanes' eleven extant plays in a way that reveals the principal characters to be based in large part on
Pericles and his ward Alcibiades.

According to Vickers, the plays of Aristophanes—far from being nonpolitical—actually allow us to gauge
the reaction of the Athenian public to the events that followed Pericles' death in 429 B.C., to the struggle for
the political succession, and to the problems presented by Alcibiades' emergence as one of the most powerful
figures in the state. This view of Aristophanes reaffirms the central role of allegory in his work and
challenges all students of ancient Greece to rethink long-held assumptions about this important playwright.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Lyons:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book called Pericles on Stage:
Political Comedy in Aristophanes' Early Plays? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You recognize
beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you
agree with its opinion or you have different opinion?

Anna Raynor:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Pericles on Stage: Political Comedy in
Aristophanes' Early Plays is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this
book serves what you want and want in this era.

Emily Boyd:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in
the outside search likes. Maybe you answer may be Pericles on Stage: Political Comedy in Aristophanes'
Early Plays why because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint
an individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Wm Mills:

Beside that Pericles on Stage: Political Comedy in Aristophanes' Early Plays in your phone, it may give you
a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you may got
here is fresh in the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow village. It is good
thing to have Pericles on Stage: Political Comedy in Aristophanes' Early Plays because this book offers for
your requirements readable information. Do you at times have book but you would not get what it's exactly
about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable option here
cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book
as well as read it from right now!
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