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Why did American leaders work hard to secure multilateral approval from the United Nations or NATO for
military interventions in Haiti, Bosnia, and Kosovo, while making only limited efforts to gain such approval
for the 2003 Iraq War? In Reassuring the Reluctant Warriors, Stefano Recchia draws on declassified
documents and about one hundred interviews with civilian and military leaders to illuminate little-known
aspects of U.S. decision making in the run-up to those interventions. American leaders, he argues, seek UN
or NATO approval to facilitate sustained military and financial burden sharing and ensure domestic support.
However, the most assertive, hawkish, and influential civilian leaders in Washington tend to downplay the
costs of intervention, and when confronted with hesitant international partners they often want to bypass
multilateral bodies. In these circumstances, America's senior generals and admirals—as reluctant warriors
who worry about Vietnam-style quagmires—can play an important restraining role, steering U.S. policy
toward multilateralism.

Senior military officers are well placed to debunk the civilian interventionists' optimistic assumptions
regarding the costs of war, thereby undermining broader governmental support for intervention. Recchia
demonstrates that when the military expresses strong concerns about the stabilization burden, even hawkish
civilian leaders can be expected to work hard to secure multilateral support through the UN or NATO—if
only to reassure the reluctant warriors about long-term burden sharing. By contrast, when the military stays
silent, as it did in the run-up to the 2003 Iraq War, the most hawkish civilians are empowered; consequently,
the United States is more likely to bypass multilateral bodies and may end up shouldering a heavy
stabilization burden largely by itself. Recchia's argument that the military has the ability to contribute not
only to a more prudent but also to a more multilateralist U.S. intervention policy may be counterintuitive, but
the evidence is compelling.
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From reader reviews:

Alex Lynch:

Here thing why this particular Reassuring the Reluctant Warriors: U.S. Civil-Military Relations and
Multilateral Intervention (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) are different and reputable to be yours. First of
all looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as
scrumptious as food or not. Reassuring the Reluctant Warriors: U.S. Civil-Military Relations and
Multilateral Intervention (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) giving you information deeper including
different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no book that similar with Reassuring the
Reluctant Warriors: U.S. Civil-Military Relations and Multilateral Intervention (Cornell Studies in Security
Affairs). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that will
happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in park,
café, or even in your method home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe
the form of Reassuring the Reluctant Warriors: U.S. Civil-Military Relations and Multilateral Intervention
(Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) in e-book can be your choice.

Elizabeth Schwartz:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can satisfy
your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need more time to be
examine. Reassuring the Reluctant Warriors: U.S. Civil-Military Relations and Multilateral Intervention
(Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) can be your answer since it can be read by a person who have those
short extra time problems.

Cheryl Saldana:

The book untitled Reassuring the Reluctant Warriors: U.S. Civil-Military Relations and Multilateral
Intervention (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains the
girl idea with easy means. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you
can easy to read the item. The book was published by famous author. The author will bring you in the new
era of literary works. You can read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or
program, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the
e-book, you can open up their official web-site and order it. Have a nice examine.

Rodolfo Born:

This Reassuring the Reluctant Warriors: U.S. Civil-Military Relations and Multilateral Intervention (Cornell
Studies in Security Affairs) is brand new way for you who has fascination to look for some information since
it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps
you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Reassuring the Reluctant Warriors: U.S. Civil-



Military Relations and Multilateral Intervention (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) can be the light food in
your case because the information inside that book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books produce
itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that
in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is no in reading a
reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss
this! Just read this e-book variety for your better life along with knowledge.
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