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In 1787, Benjamin Rush cautioned that public punishments were dangerous to the social and legal authority
of the new nation. For Rush, irrepressible human sentiments all but guaranteed that public punishments
would turn spectators against the institutions responsible for the punishments. Although public executions of
criminals ended early in the 19th century, debate over the morality of capital punishment has continued to
this day.

In this unique and fascinating glimpse into public reactions to prominent executions, from colonial times to
the 1990s, Kristin Boudreau focuses on the central role of populist, often ephemeral literary forms in shaping
attitudes toward capital punishment. Surveying popular poems, ballads, plays, and novels, she shows that, at
key times of social unrest in American history, many Americans have felt excluded by the political and legal
processes, and have turned instead to inexpensive literary forms of expression in an attempt to change the
course of history.

Among the significant capital cases that the author discusses are: the Haymarket anarchist trial of 1886; the
lynching of Leo Frank in 1914; the murder of Emmett Till in 1955 and its effects on the Civil Rights
movement; Norman Mailer’s treatment of the Gary Gilmore case in the 1979 novel, The Executioner’s Song;
and the 1998 execution of Karla Faye Tucker, a convicted murderer who became a born-again Christian on
death row.

In the concluding chapter, Boudreau examines contemporary writers, musicians, actors, and other artists who
are using their artistic media to influence official policies of states that permit capital punishment.

By examining these neglected texts, Boudreau brings to light a compelling story about ordinary Americans
fighting an entrenched legal system at times of great national crisis.
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From reader reviews:

Sheila Rocha:

Here thing why this The Spectacle of Death: Populist Literary Responses to American Capital Cases are
different and dependable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good however it depends in the content
of it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. The Spectacle of Death: Populist Literary Responses to
American Capital Cases giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any e-book
out there but there is no book that similar with The Spectacle of Death: Populist Literary Responses to
American Capital Cases. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that
happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere
like in recreation area, café, or even in your means home by train. When you are having difficulties in
bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The Spectacle of Death: Populist Literary Responses to
American Capital Cases in e-book can be your choice.

Ryan Parker:

The publication untitled The Spectacle of Death: Populist Literary Responses to American Capital Cases is
the book that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to
you. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
article writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, therefore the information that they share for you
is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of The Spectacle of Death: Populist Literary Responses
to American Capital Cases from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Edna Spalding:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled The
Spectacle of Death: Populist Literary Responses to American Capital Cases your head will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a e-book then become one type conclusion and explanation
which maybe you never get ahead of. The The Spectacle of Death: Populist Literary Responses to American
Capital Cases giving you an additional experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you
useful facts for your better life within this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern the following is
your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a sport. Do
you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Laree Drummond:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Spectacle of Death: Populist Literary
Responses to American Capital Cases can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are
thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity.



So what these guides have than the others?
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