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Seminar paper from the year 2006 in the subject American Studies - Linguistics, grade: 1,7, Ernst Moritz
Arndt University of Greifswald, course: 'Varieties and Variability of English' - Proseminar 'English as a
World Language', 11 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: This paper will give an
overview of some distinctive features of African American Vernacular English.
Since drama in general aims to demonstrate everyday speech, I will also give evidence from the drama “A
Raisin in the Sun” by Lorraine Vivian Hansberry from 1959. This will underline these features as well as
their use and show their practicability in speech.

Generally speaking, the term vernacular describes a variety of speech which is often analyzed in contrast to
the Standard of a language and which is used by a certain group of speakers.
The term African American Vernacular English (AAVE) thus describes a dialect used by African Americans.
In course of time this variety has also been called “Black Vernacular English, Vernacular Black English,
Black English Vernacular, Afro-American English, or simply Black English”. (Crystal 2003: 491) The
African American Vernacular is a variety of the English language that “has set phonological (system of
sounds), morphological (system of structure of words and relationship among words), syntactic (system of
sentence structure), semantic (system of meaning) and lexical (structural organization of vocabulary items
and other information) patterns”. (Green 2002: 1) In the course of this term paper I will take a closer look at
these patterns. However, it has to be kept in mind that even though these features are characteristics of the
African American speech variety, not every African American uses this variety. Additionally, some speakers
use certain features more often than others, depending on the speaker’s age, social status, the situation of
communication or the person they hold a conversation with. Belonging to the African American speech
community does not imply using all features all of the time.
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From reader reviews:

Melba More:

The reason why? Because this A Survey of African American Vernacular English, considering the drama 'A
Raisin in the Sun' by Lorraine Vivian Hansberry as an example is an unordinary book that the inside of the
e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this
book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such remarkable way makes the content
on the inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good
for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This excellent book will
give you a lot of gains than the other book get such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking
means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Gregory Sims:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but novel and A Survey of African American Vernacular English,
considering the drama 'A Raisin in the Sun' by Lorraine Vivian Hansberry as an example or maybe others
sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel desire to read
more and more. Science book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those guides are helping
them to increase their knowledge. In various other case, beside science book, any other book likes A Survey
of African American Vernacular English, considering the drama 'A Raisin in the Sun' by Lorraine Vivian
Hansberry as an example to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Bridgett Killion:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you know
that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually A Survey of African
American Vernacular English, considering the drama 'A Raisin in the Sun' by Lorraine Vivian Hansberry as
an example.

Allen Schlemmer:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of
news. With this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.



You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the A Survey of African American Vernacular English, considering the drama 'A Raisin in the Sun'
by Lorraine Vivian Hansberry as an example when you desired it?
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