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Whether fulfilling subsistence needs or featured in stories of grand adventure, hunting loomed large in the
material and the imagined landscape of the nineteenth-century West. Epiphany in the Wilderness explores
the social, political, economic, and environmental dynamics of hunting on the frontier in three “acts,” using
performance as a trail guide and focusing on the production of a “cultural ecology of the chase” in literature,
art, photography, and taxidermy.

Using the metaphor of the theater, Jones argues that the West was a crucial stage that framed the
performance of the American character as an independent, resourceful, resilient, and rugged individual. The
leading actor was the all-conquering masculine hunter hero, the sharpshooting man of the wilderness who
tamed and claimed the West with each provident step. Women were also a significant part of the story,
treading the game trails as plucky adventurers and resilient homesteaders and acting out their exploits in
autobiographical accounts and stage shows.

Epiphany in the Wilderness informs various academic debates surrounding the frontier period, including the
construction of nature as a site of personal challenge, gun culture, gender adaptations and the crafting of the
masculine wilderness hero figure, wildlife management and consumption, memorializing and trophy-taking,
and the juxtaposition of a closing frontier with an emerging conservation movement.

 

The University Press of Colorado gratefully acknowledges the generous support of the Charles Redd Center
for Western Studies at Brigham Young University toward the publication of this book.
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From reader reviews:

Arlene Oliver:

This Epiphany in the Wilderness: Hunting, Nature, and Performance in the Nineteenth-Century American
West book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you
get by reading this book is usually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which
is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This particular Epiphany in the
Wilderness: Hunting, Nature, and Performance in the Nineteenth-Century American West without we realize
teach the one who reading through it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry
Epiphany in the Wilderness: Hunting, Nature, and Performance in the Nineteenth-Century American West
can bring any time you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you
can have it with your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Epiphany in the Wilderness: Hunting, Nature, and
Performance in the Nineteenth-Century American West having fine arrangement in word along with layout,
so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Mary Case:

This Epiphany in the Wilderness: Hunting, Nature, and Performance in the Nineteenth-Century American
West is great publication for you because the content which can be full of information for you who else
always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it facts
accurately using great organize word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read it
hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences
but hard core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Epiphany in the Wilderness: Hunting,
Nature, and Performance in the Nineteenth-Century American West in your hand like keeping the world in
your arm, info in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no publication that offer you world with ten or
fifteen small right but this e-book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active
do you still doubt in which?

Helen Tate:

You may spend your free time to see this book this publication. This Epiphany in the Wilderness: Hunting,
Nature, and Performance in the Nineteenth-Century American West is simple to bring you can read it in the
park your car, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not get much space to bring often the printed
book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the particular book in
your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Bernard Taylor:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right you can have



the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Epiphany in the Wilderness: Hunting,
Nature, and Performance in the Nineteenth-Century American West which is getting the e-book version. So ,
try out this book? Let's notice.
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