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Seminar paper from the year 2001 in the subject American Studies - Culture and Applied Geography, grade:
1,3 (A), Humboldt-University of Berlin (Anglistics/American Studies), course: Asian American Literature:
Foodways and Cultural Transformation(s), 9 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: “Your
life can be different, Young Ju. Study and be strong. In America, women
have choices.”1
Korean people tend to define women as wives, mothers, caregivers, or
just simply as girls, always with regard to their sexual behavior rather to their
individuality as a person. For over five hundred years Confucianism has been
the mainstream of Korean culture and tradition, setting the social role of
Korean women. Koreans still strongly believe in Confucian values, behave,
feel, and think in Confucian ways, despite the fact that Koreans, particularly
Korean Americans and specifically Korean American women, have
experienced new social realities and such social changes as modern
socialization, westernisation, Christianization, industrialization, and immigration
to the American socio-cultural setting.
The major premises for this paper are (1) a view on women in Korea and
Confucian values in Korean society. (2) What happens when a traditional
immigrant couple arrives in America and that a departure from traditional
roles often results in domestic violence. (3) The role of Korean children in
Korea and in America. These considerations build the theoretical background
for (4) an examination of a Korean American novel of a family experiencing
new social realities upon arriving in the United States.
The paper will show that the Confucian values are still dominating in
Korean American families and that a departure of the traditional family
setting is hard or impossible for single family members, especially for the men
who see their patriarchal authority over their wife and children erode. The
women begin to question the superior position of their husbands and children
experience a time of confusion and frustration for their parents often disagree
about new ways of raising them. This paper will also show that the problems
and examples given in the novel A Step from heaven by An Na are typical for
Korean American immigrants and that children are again the ones that suffer
the most.
1 Na, An: A Step from heaven. New York, 2000
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From reader reviews:

Isaias McGee:

The knowledge that you get from Korean American Families is the more deep you rooting the information
that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
know but Korean American Families giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in a
number of way that can be understood by anyone who read the item because the author of this guide is well-
known enough. This particular book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore
easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for
having that Korean American Families instantly.

Muriel Colvard:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is this
Korean American Families.

Leesa Banta:

You can obtain this Korean American Families by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it
could possibly to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are
various. Not only by means of written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the
modern era including now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important
to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Alan Sarno:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news.
Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching
for the Korean American Families when you essential it?
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