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Late Antiquity (ca. 250-650) witnessed the transition from Classical Antiquity to the Middle Ages in the
Mediterranean and Near Eastern worlds. Christianity displaced polytheism over a wide area, offering new
definitions of identity and community. The Roman Empire collapsed in Western Europe to be replaced by
new "Germanic" kingdoms. In the East, Byzantium emerged, while the Persian Empire reached its apogee
and collapsed. Arab armies carrying the banner of Islam reshaped the political map and brought the late
antique era to a close.

This sourcebook illustrates the dramatic political, social and religious transformations of Late Antiquity
through the words of the men and women who experienced them. Drawing from Greek, Latin, Syriac,
Hebrew, Coptic, Persian, Arabic and Armenian sources, the carefully chosen passages illuminate the lives of
emperors, abbesses, aristocrats, slaves, children, barbarian chieftains, and saints . The Roman Empire is kept
at the centre of the discussion, with chapters devoted to its government, cities, army, law, medicine, domestic
life, philosophy, Christianity, polytheism, and Jews. Further chapters deal with the peoples who surrounded
the Roman state: Persians, Huns, northern "Germanic" barbarians, and the followers of Islam.

This revised and updated second edition provides an expanded view of Late Antiquity with a new chapter on
domestic life, as well extra material throughout, including passages that appear for the first time in English
translation. Readings in Late Antiquity is the only sourcebook that covers such a wide range of topics over
the full breadth of the late antique period.
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From reader reviews:

Jane Riley:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is high. To suit your
needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this Readings in Late Antiquity: A Sourcebook
(Routledge Sourcebooks for the Ancient World) book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because
this book is usually more than just a book.

Henry Knight:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Examining a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Readings in Late Antiquity:
A Sourcebook (Routledge Sourcebooks for the Ancient World) book because book offers you rich
information and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it
you probably know this.

Katherin Buerger:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this guide. This Readings in Late Antiquity: A
Sourcebook (Routledge Sourcebooks for the Ancient World) is simple to bring you can read it in the park
your car, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have much space to bring often the printed book,
you can buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save typically the book in your
smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Michelle Seidl:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of news. In this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
search of the Readings in Late Antiquity: A Sourcebook (Routledge Sourcebooks for the Ancient World)
when you essential it?
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