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The novella Romaji Diary represents the first instance of a Japanese writer using romaji (roman script) to tell
stories in a way that could not be told in kana or kanji. Sad Toys is a collection of 194 Tanka, the traditional
31– syllable poems that are evocative of Japan's misty past and its tentative steps into the wider world.

The publication of this edition of two of Takuboku Ishikawa's finest and most popular works together in
translation has proven to be interesting from various standpoints. Romaji Diary and the collection of tanka,
Sad Toys, while different forms of literature, are not as dissimilar as they appear on the surface. Takuboku
himself wrote that poetry "must be an exact report, an honest diary, of the changes in a man’s emotional
life," and these tanka are indeed as much a diary as a standard prose one. Both works reflect clearly,
honestly, and poignantly the emotions and philosophy of a complex individual living in a time of profound
change in Japan.

Romaji Diary is here presented in full in English for the first time.
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From reader reviews:

Ila Robinette:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you will require this Romaji Diary and Sad Toys (Books to span the East and West).

Nancy Samuel:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a e-book. The book Romaji Diary and Sad Toys (Books to span the East and West) it is very good to
read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this
book. In the event you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy often the e-book. You can
m0ore very easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book features high
quality.

Janice Pyles:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Romaji Diary and Sad Toys (Books to span the
East and West) publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which
can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas
and producing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still skepticism Romaji Diary and
Sad Toys (Books to span the East and West) as good book not merely by the cover but also from the content.
This is one guide that can break don't determine book by its cover, so do you still needing another sixth sense
to pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to
listening to another sixth sense.

Susan Larabee:

Beside this kind of Romaji Diary and Sad Toys (Books to span the East and West) in your phone, it may give
you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you might
got here is fresh in the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have Romaji Diary and Sad Toys (Books to span the East and West) because
this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you at times have book but you rarely get
what it's about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable option here



cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book as
well as read it from at this point!
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