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"Americans came to fight the Civil War in the midst of a wider cultural world that sent them messages about
death that made it easier to kill and to be killed. They understood that death awaited all who were born and
prized the ability to face death with a spirit of calm resignation. They believed that a heavenly eternity of
transcendent beauty awaited them beyond the grave. They knew that their heroic achievements would be
cherished forever by posterity. They grasped that death itself might be seen as artistically fascinating and
even beautiful."-from Awaiting the Heavenly Country

How much loss can a nation bear? An America in which 620,000 men die at each other's hands in a war at
home is almost inconceivable to us now, yet in 1861 American mothers proudly watched their sons,
husbands, and fathers go off to war, knowing they would likely be killed. Today, the death of a soldier in
Iraq can become headline news; during the Civil War, sometimes families did not learn of their loved ones'
deaths until long after the fact. Did antebellum Americans hold their lives so lightly, or was death so familiar
to them that it did not bear avoiding?

In Awaiting the Heavenly Country, Mark S. Schantz argues that American attitudes and ideas about death
helped facilitate the war's tremendous carnage. Asserting that nineteenth-century attitudes toward death were
firmly in place before the war began rather than arising from a sense of resignation after the losses became
apparent, Schantz has written a fascinating and chilling narrative of how a society understood death and
reckoned the magnitude of destruction it was willing to tolerate.

Schantz addresses topics such as the pervasiveness of death in the culture of antebellum America; theological
discourse and debate on the nature of heaven and the afterlife; the rural cemetery movement and the
inheritance of the Greek revival; death as a major topic in American poetry; African American notions of
death, slavery, and citizenship; and a treatment of the art of death-including memorial lithographs,
postmortem photography and Rembrandt Peale's major exhibition painting The Court of Death. Awaiting the
Heavenly Country is essential reading for anyone wanting a deeper understanding of the Civil War and the
ways in which antebellum Americans comprehended death and the unimaginable bloodshed on the horizon.
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From reader reviews:

Jeff Puckett:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book Awaiting the Heavenly Country:
The Civil War and America's Culture of Death will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading a new book
make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you
searching for best book or acceptable book with you?

Tim Walton:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other
individuals. When you read this Awaiting the Heavenly Country: The Civil War and America's Culture of
Death, you are able to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can
inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Jose Tiernan:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get wide range
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have
read is actually Awaiting the Heavenly Country: The Civil War and America's Culture of Death.

Mark Carlton:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just trying to find the Awaiting the Heavenly Country: The Civil War and America's Culture
of Death when you desired it?
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