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Among several contesting views about the purpose of development and how progress should be evaluated,
human rights and capabilities (or human development) stand out as two approaches that are concerned first
and foremost with the well-being of individuals, their freedom, dignity and empowerment. These two
approaches contrast sharply with the dominant development frameworks that emphasize economic growth as
the essential objective. Though human rights and capabilities share these common commitment to human
priorities, they are distinct concepts and fields that have developed separately. The aim of this volume is to
explore the relationship between them in order to enhance the understanding of both as theoretical
paradigms, as public policy frameworks and as approaches to development.

The book includes contributions from some of the leading scholars in the two fields of capabilities approach
and human rights. It covers the essential aspects of this relationship: addressing the complementarities
between human rights and capabilities as theoretical concepts; how the concept of capabilities can contribute
to resolving some key theoretical issues in human rights; how the social science analysis and methods of the
capabilities approach can clarify human rights concepts and strengthen human rights advocacy; and how
human rights norms can strengthen public policy and mobilize collective action to demand greater
accountability in placing human priorities first in public policy. Human Rights and the Capabilities
Approach raises many questions for further inter-disciplinary conversation and further research.

This book was originally published as a special issue of the Journal of Human Development and
Capabilities, and has been expanded with two additional articles from this journal and a new foreword by
Professor Amartya Sen.
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From reader reviews:

Bettina Cutler:

Often the book Human Rights and the Capabilities Approach: An Interdisciplinary Dialogue will bring you
to definitely the new experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If
you try to find new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book Human Rights and the Capabilities
Approach: An Interdisciplinary Dialogue is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book
from your official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Thomas Whitaker:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Human Rights and the
Capabilities Approach: An Interdisciplinary Dialogue which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's view.

Joan Naylor:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Human Rights and the Capabilities Approach: An
Interdisciplinary Dialogue as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the
truly amazing a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher as well
as students especially. Those guides are helping them to include their knowledge. In various other case,
beside science book, any other book likes Human Rights and the Capabilities Approach: An Interdisciplinary
Dialogue to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Harry Thomas:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news. With this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in search of the
Human Rights and the Capabilities Approach: An Interdisciplinary Dialogue when you needed it?
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