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Nazi Germany's efforts to weaken the United States by subversion failed miserably. Bungling spies were
captured and half-hearted efforts at sabotage came to nothing. Yet anyone who lived through WWII
remembers the chilling posters warning Americans that "Enemy Agents Have Big Ears" and "Loose Lips
Sink Ships." Even Superman joined the struggle against these insidious foes. In 1940, polls showed that 71%
of Americans believed a Nazi Fifth Column had penetrated the country. Almost half were convinced that
spies, saboteurs, dupes, and rumor-mongers lurked in their own neighborhoods and work-places. These fears
extended to the White House and Congress.

In this book, Francis MacDonnell explains the origins and consequences of America's Fifth Column panic,
arguing that conviction and expedience encouraged President Roosevelt, the FBI, Congressmen, Churchill's
government, and Hollywood to legitimate and exacerbate American's fears. Gravely weakening the
isolationists, fostering Congress's role in rooting out Un-American activities, and instigating the creation of
the modern intelligence establishment, the Fifth Column scare did far more than sell movie tickets, comic
books, and pulp fiction. Insidious Foes traces the panic from its origins in the minds of reasonable
Americans who saw the vulnerability of their open society in an age of encroaching totalitarianism.
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From reader reviews:

Sylvia Dozier:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't desire
do that. You must know how great along with important the book Insidious Foes: The Axis Fifth Column
and the American Home Front. All type of book are you able to see on many options. You can look for the
internet resources or other social media.

Donald Diaz:

The publication with title Insidious Foes: The Axis Fifth Column and the American Home Front has lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This book exist new
know-how the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world currently. That is
important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you throughout
new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this
anywhere you want.

Martina Lassiter:

The book Insidious Foes: The Axis Fifth Column and the American Home Front has a lot info on it. So when
you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. The
author makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can obtain the
point easily after perusing this book.

Bonnie Gallup:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled Insidious
Foes: The Axis Fifth Column and the American Home Front your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging every word written in a publication then become one contact form conclusion and explanation
which maybe you never get previous to. The Insidious Foes: The Axis Fifth Column and the American
Home Front giving you an additional experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you
useful data for your better life in this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this point is your
body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to
try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?
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