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The phenomenon of celebrity burst upon the world scene about a century ago, as movies and modern media
brought exceptional, larger-than-life personalities before the masses. During the same era, modernist authors
were creating works that defined high culture in our society and set aesthetics apart from the middle- and
low-brow culture in which celebrity supposedly resides. To challenge this ingrained dichotomy between
modernism and celebrity, Jonathan Goldman offers a provocative new reading of early twentieth-century
culture and the formal experiments that constitute modernist literature's unmistakable legacy. He argues that
the literary innovations of the modernists are indeed best understood as a participant in the popular
phenomenon of celebrity.Presenting a persuasive argument as well as a chronicle of modernism's and
celebrity's shared history, Modernism Is the Literature of Celebrity begins by unraveling the uncanny
syncretism between Oscar Wilde's writings and his public life. Goldman explains that Wilde, in shaping his
instantly identifiable public image, provided a model for both literary and celebrity cultures in the decades
that followed. In subsequent chapters, Goldman traces this lineage through two luminaries of the modernist
canon, James Joyce and Gertrude Stein, before turning to the cinema of mega-star Charlie Chaplin. He
investigates how celebrity and modernism intertwine in the work of two less obvious modernist subjects,
Jean Rhys and John Dos Passos. Turning previous criticism on its head, Goldman demonstrates that the
authorial self-fashioning particular to modernism and generated by modernist technique helps create
celebrity as we now know it.
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From reader reviews:

William Manwaring:

Often the book Modernism Is the Literature of Celebrity (Literary Modernism Series) will bring that you the
new experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find
new book to study, this book very appropriate to you. The book Modernism Is the Literature of Celebrity
(Literary Modernism Series) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book in the
official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Bettie Hentges:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is this
Modernism Is the Literature of Celebrity (Literary Modernism Series).

Jerry Brower:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Modernism Is the Literature of Celebrity
(Literary Modernism Series) reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book
that may be understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas
and composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism Modernism Is the Literature of
Celebrity (Literary Modernism Series) as good book but not only by the cover but also by the content. This is
one e-book that can break don't determine book by its include, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense
to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet
another sixth sense.

Jesse Eriksen:

The book untitled Modernism Is the Literature of Celebrity (Literary Modernism Series) contain a lot of
information on the idea. The writer explains her idea with easy approach. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published
by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of literary works. You can easily read this book
because you can read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In
a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have
a nice read.
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