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It is a common supposition among many of our cultural elites that a constitutional “wall of separation”
between church and state precludes religious believers from bringing their beliefs to bear on public matters.
This is because secular liberals typically assume that their own positions on morally charged issues of public
policy are the fruit of pure reason, while those of their morally conservative opponents reflect an irrational
religious faith. In The Clash of Orthodoxies Robert George shows that this supposition is wrong on both
counts.

Challenging liberalism’s claim to represent the triumph of reason, George argues that on controversial issues
like abortion, stem-cell research, euthanasia, homosexuality, and same-sex marriage, traditional Judeo-
Christian beliefs are actually rationally superior to secular liberal alternatives. Drawing on the natural law
philosophical tradition, George demolishes various secularist pretenses, such as the notion that the very
young and very old among us are somehow subpersonal and not worthy of full legal protection. He reveals
the dubious person/body dualism implicit in secularist arguments, and he demonstrates the flawed reasoning
behind the idea that the state ought to be neutral regarding competing understandings of the nature and value
of marriage.

George also revisits the controversy surrounding his participation in the First Things “End of Democracy?”
symposium, in which he considered the relevance of Catholic teachings regarding the legitimacy of political
regimes to the contemporary American situation. George argues that because natural law and natural rights
doctrine lie at the foundation of the American republic, the judicial reading of the Constitution that has
undermined democracy in order to enshrine the secularist agenda is deeply flawed.

In advancing his thesis, George argues for a return to old-fashioned liberalism, a worldview that he claims is
best exemplified by Pope John Paul II, whose teachings laud democracy, religious liberty, and economic
freedom while also recognizing the demands of civil rights, social and economic justice, and the principle of
subsidiarity. These demands restrain Catholics—and indeed all people of faith—from making personal
freedom an absolute, and George takes to task those political leaders who, though believers, have denied or
ignored the political responsibility this entails.

The Clash of Orthodoxies is a profoundly important contribution to our contemporary national conversation
about the proper role of religion in politics. The lucid and persuasive prose of Robert George, one of
America’s most prominent public intellectuals, will shock secular liberals out of an unwarranted
complacency and provide powerful ammunition for embattled defenders of traditional morality.
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From reader reviews:

Tara Carlson:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important usually. The book The Clash of Orthodoxies: Law, Religion, and Morality in Crisis
seemed to be making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is
quite advantages for you. The reserve The Clash of Orthodoxies: Law, Religion, and Morality in Crisis is not
only giving you a lot more new information but also to be your friend when you really feel bored. You can
spend your current spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship together with the book The
Clash of Orthodoxies: Law, Religion, and Morality in Crisis. You never really feel lose out for everything in
the event you read some books.

Patricia Glover:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This The Clash of Orthodoxies: Law,
Religion, and Morality in Crisis is simple to create you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train in
addition to soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book.
It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot
of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Barbara Gunter:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This publication The Clash of Orthodoxies: Law, Religion, and Morality in Crisis was
filled concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your research competence.
Some people has distinct feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit from a
book, you can really feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book
which you wanted.

Douglas Moskowitz:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book The Clash of Orthodoxies: Law, Religion, and
Morality in Crisis to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading skill
is developing when you including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy you just
read it and mingle the idea about book and examining especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to
open a book and study it. Beside that the book The Clash of Orthodoxies: Law, Religion, and Morality in
Crisis can to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience alone and confuse with the information
must you're doing of that time.
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