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The American Civil War has been the subject of thousands of books and articles, but only a small fraction of
this literature examines the impact of the war on society and on the lives of the participants. This volume of
essays, which focuses on the North, is intended as an initial reconnaissance by social historians into the study
of the Civil War. The first essay, 'Have Social Historians Lost the Civil War?' places the war in the broader
context of other American wars by comparing casualty rates. The essay also examines rates of enlistment for
the North and the South, and the significance of pensions for Union soldiers and their windows. Subsequent
essays look at the support for the war in small towns; the influence of nineteenth-century values and culture
on Union soldiers; the nature and role of large-scale relief efforts for soldiers in Philadelphia; and the impact
of the war on the politics of Chicago. The final two essays discuss the continuing importance of the war for
its survivors: one by looking at those who joined the major national organization of Union veterans; and the
other by studying the impact of the Civil War on Union widows in three Northern towns. Taken together, the
essays demonstrate the need for historians to rediscover the impact of the Civil War on nineteenth-century
society.
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From reader reviews:

Tonia Jensen:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the publication entitled Toward a Social History of the American Civil War:
Exploratory Essays. Try to make book Toward a Social History of the American Civil War: Exploratory
Essays as your pal. It means that it can to become your friend when you experience alone and beside
regarding course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book
makes you far more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we should make new
experience and knowledge with this book.

Terry Brown:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just watching
TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do you
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Toward a Social History of the
American Civil War: Exploratory Essays which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's find.

Michael Clements:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it.
It is called of book Toward a Social History of the American Civil War: Exploratory Essays. You can add
your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you
actually happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from
one spot to other place.

Nancy Soto:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news. On this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social similar to
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
looking for the Toward a Social History of the American Civil War: Exploratory Essays when you required
it?
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